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Your Excellency Madam President, 
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
At the very outset, let me convey on behalf of India our deep condolences at 
the tragic loss of life of migrants off the shore of Lampedusa in Italy. 
 
I am honored to participate in this discussion on the important issue of 
international migration and its linkages with development under the 
auspices of the UN General Assembly. 
 
This issue was last discussed at the UN General Assembly seven years ago. 
Since then, we have not made much progress in advancing the global 
discourse on international migration in the context of the global economy 
and development. We hope that this Dialogue will help us move forward 
towards that objective. 
 
We live in a world that has been reshaped by the forces of globalization. 
This globalized world is critically dependent on the unimpeded and 
accelerated flow and exchange of not only trade, capital and technology, 
but also information and ideas. Most importantly, the spirit of 
globalization rests on the mobility and flow of human resources, of people. 
 
It is important that international migration be a part of the global 
economic discourse and development paradigm. 
 
Madam President, 
 
India is one of the leading countries of origin, destination and transit for 
international migration. Over centuries, our people have travelled to 
distant corners of the globe in a spirit of cooperation and friendship and in 
the process have made enormous contributions to the receiving societies.  
 
Today, over 25 million people of Indian origin live overseas and have made 
us proud of their contributions in countries where they live and work. This 
includes several million workers who often toil in trying circumstances and 
contribute the bulk of the remittances received by India.  
 



Many of our professional and business people have sterling achievements 
of a global order to their credit. They have also been a major source of 
strength for us, building bridges with India and contributing to our 
economic development. We celebrate their achievements every year with a 
"Pravasi Bharatiya Divas" - the Day of the Overseas Indian.   
 
On the other hand, our composite culture, which prides itself on its 
diversity, has attracted millions to its fold as well. 
 
India favours a holistic approach to international migration. An approach 
premised on the developmental paradigm of migration that is sensitive to 
the national circumstances of countries of origin, transit and destination, 
and one that seeks to maximize the mutually beneficial nature of 
international migration while reducing its negative effects. 
 
It is this spirit that has underpinned India's engagement with the Global 
Forum for Migration and Development (GFMD) which has emerged as a 
useful platform to discuss the opportunities and challenges of international 
migration. 
 
Madam President,  
 
Developed countries need to acknowledge that they have gained from the 
process of international migration, and acknowledge the significant 
contribution of international migration to their economic development.  
 
Migration has contributed and continues to contribute to the augmentation 
of their capacities and intellectual and institutional resource base. It has 
helped countries of destination meet their shortfalls in labour market and 
skilled manpower supply. Many developed economies have greatly 
benefitted from the talent of migrants, including in academia, business, 
research and innovation.  
 
Migrations flows not only occur from South to North or from South to 
South, but also from North to North. Our approaches to deal with these 
migration patterns must be uniform and consistent, while acknowledging 
that policies and solutions to dealing with international migration will 
differ according to the different national circumstances of countries. This is 
especially true of developing countries that are both countries of origin and 
countries of destination for migrants. 
 
Greater openness and political willingness is, therefore, needed in 
developed countries for allowing freer movement of people across their 



national boundaries. 
 
We must also ensure that migrants are provided opportunities to harness 
their full potential. This would not only bring benefits to the migrants but 
also to the destination countries. 
 
Madam President, 
 
Coming from India, which received nearly US$ 70 billion worth of 
remittances in 2012, I am well aware that remittance from international 
migrants contributes to development in the countries of origin. These are 
often critical for livelihood of families of migrant workers. Studies point to 
a tenfold increase in migrant remittances to developing countries between 
1990 and 2008.  
 
Remittances, however, are not a substitute to ODA or other forms of 
development financing, as is often suggested. They represent the sheer dint 
of hard work and efforts of migrants in the countries of their destination.  
International commitments on ODA and development financing cannot be 
diluted on this account.  
 
We need to provide greater policy support at the international level to the 
issue of short term migration, in particular on issues related to portability 
of pensions and social security contributions. 
 
We must also focus our attention on the temporary movement of natural 
persons to supply services i.e. Mode 4 movement under GATS, which is in 
response to specific skill shortages and thus provides direct benefits to the 
destination economies. It is a matter of grave concern that instead of 
facilitating such movements, governments in some major economies have 
recently imposed greater restrictions by way of steep hike in visa fees, and 
quotas. 
 
There is an urgent need for liberalization and simplification of procedures 
which govern Mode 4 movement.  
 
Madam President,  
 
It is important that the global discourse on migration does not blur the 
distinction between regular and irregular migration of people. The latter is 
a cause for concern as it often has serious socio-political and security 
implications.  
 



Strengthened international cooperation is required to combat irregular 
migration as well as to combat people smuggling and trafficking in 
persons.   
 
Greater international cooperation is required to support and supplement 
national efforts in addressing the challenges associated with international 
migration including the issues of brain-drain and capacity building in the 
South.  
 
Madam President, 
 
Our endeavour should be to realize a humane, orderly and mutually 
beneficial process of migration for both developed as well as developing 
countries. 
 
A clear recognition that international migration is a win-win opportunity in 
an increasingly interconnected world must underpin our approaches to 
deal with it.  We look forward to participating in our ongoing discussion on 
this issue in the future. 
 
I thank you. 
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