
 
 
 

INPUTS BY INDIA AT THE INFORMAL MEETING OF THE 
1566 WORKING GROUP OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL ON 

27 APRIL 2005 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 It has been over six months since the adoption of landmark Security Council 
resolution 1566.  We are therefore pleased to learn that the Working Group 
established under this resolution will be commencing its work in accordance with 
its mandate under the resolution.   
 
 We wish to thank you, Mr. Chairman, for providing the general membership 
this opportunity to share its views and suggestions on areas relevant to the 
resolution.  This is indeed in keeping with the norms of transparency and openness 
that the Security Council should constantly seek to adhere to in its dealings with 
the wider membership in the interest of overall efficiency and cooperation.  
  
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 India welcomed the adoption of resolution 1566, which in our view 
represented a logical extension of the existing multilateral cooperation on 
counter-terrorism.  My delegation’s views on the issue of terrorism are well known.  
India condemns terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.  It believes that 
terrorism cannot be justified under any circumstances, be they political, 
philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religious or other similar nature.   
 
 Our position that multilateral action on counter-terrorism should extend to 
groups known to perpetuate terrorism has been enunciated in previous statements 
we have made in the Security Council.  We have also conveyed that the Security 
Council should facilitate more effective measures to deny safe haven to terrorists, 
including by bringing them to justice through prosecution or extradition.  Other 
such practical measures, as has been identified in the resolution, should include 
freezing of terrorist financial assets, prevention of their movement through the 
territories of Member States and the prevention of supply to them of all types of 
arms and related material.  In our view, the United Nations should not leave 
unchallenged or unaddressed claims of moral, political and diplomatic support for 
terrorism.  Resolution 1566 addresses, in part or full, much of what we have 
advocated as a progression of Security Council action beyond existing resolutions.   
 



 Resolution 1566 also called upon Member States to cooperate fully in 
expeditiously adopting the draft Comprehensive Convention on International 
Terrorism (CCIT) and the draft International Convention for the Suppression of Acts 
of Nuclear Terrorism.  The first task was accomplished partially on April 13, 2005 
when the General Assembly adopted the International Convention for the 
Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, which we trust will enter into force 
early.  We hope that Member States would demonstrate the same resolve and 
flexibility in concluding the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism.  
 
 India attaches great importance to multilateral co-operation on counter-
terrorism.  We welcome the comprehensive strategy against terrorism which stands 
on the five pillars identified in the Secretary-General’s report.  We support his 
initiative to move the counter-terrorism agenda in the United Nations through the 
adoption of legal instruments and their effective implementation.  The importance 
of the recent statements by the Secretary-General in Madrid and Algiers, where he 
referred to the weakness of the international legal framework on terrorism cannot 
be overemphasised.  We also welcome the call by the Secretary-General to 
conclude the Comprehensive Convention on Terrorism during the sixtieth session of 
the General Assembly. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
   The unanimous Security Council vote in favour of Resolution 1566 was a 
positive sign of the commitment of the international community to remain 
steadfast in the global fight against terror.  It takes forward the ideas first 
enunciated in resolutions 1267, 1373 and 1540.  In doing so, it also draws attention 
to the need to move forward in the General Assembly’s consideration of this 
important issue.  We do hope the Working Group established pursuant to resolution 
1566 would earnestly set out to reach an understanding on the way to move the 
Council’s counter-terrorism agenda forward.   
 
 In India’s view early conclusion of the Council’s resolve to act on pending 
issues, such as international cooperation on a global identification of individuals, 
groups or entities involved in or associated with terrorist activities; their 
extradition and prosecution; and the establishment of a mechanism to compensate 
the victims of terrorism, would go a long way in surmounting some of the obstacles 
and double-standards in the current international fight against terrorism. 
 
 We are confident, that under your able guidance and stewardship, the 
Working Group will reach an early and satisfactory conclusion.    
 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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