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Mr President, 
  

I thank you for giving me the floor, 
  
2.         Let me, at the outset, begin my complimenting His Excellency President 
Yoweri Museveni, of Uganda for his inspiring opening address earlier today. We 
are deeply grateful appreciative of  Uganda for the direction and purpose that has 
been provided to us by His Excellency Mr Sam Kutesa, President of the General 
Assembly who has so ably guided the work of the 69th session. 
  
3.         It is extremely opportune that we debate today on strengthening 
cooperation between the United Nations and regional and sub-regional 
organizations.  The debate comes on the eve of our marking the 70th anniversary 
of the Organization. It also comes ten years after world leaders outlined their 
vision of a strengthened United Nations at the World Summit in 2005. This is 
indeed a most significant moment in the history of this collective endeavour of 
ours. 
  
4.     At this time when we take stock of the organization, it is important that we 
also consider its relationships with other organizations, both regional and sub-
regional.  The partnership has proven itself to be important. But, for the 
partnership to survive, and for it to be further strengthened, it needs to be one 
based on respect for regional processes, complementarity and a division of labour 
based on comparative advantage. 
  
5.         The United Nations engages itself with regional organizations on matters 
relating to peace and security in accordance with the provisions of Chapter VIII 
of the Charter. There is , in this context, much merit in the UN considering ways 
for the capacity building of the peace and security architecture of these 
organizations. That would allow the regional entities to respond more efficiently 
to the challenges faced by them. 
  
6.         It is important to also keep in mind that two-thirds of the work of the 
Security Council relates to Africa. Its legitimacy, and also its efficiency, in doing 
so is however seriously undermined by the fact that the continent finds no 
representation at all in its permanent membership. A meaningful and effective 
relationship between the Council and regional organizations is possible only if 
this historical injustice is addressed and its architecture is reflective of 
contemporary realities and not the mindset of the post Second World War of the 
1940s. 
  
7.         President Museveni has spoken very eloquently on this subject today. He 
has put it much better than my own delegation can. He has pointed out that when 



we talk of strengthening cooperation with regional organisations, we should 
begin by examining the structures of the United Nations. President Museveni has 
pointed out that the most fundamental structures, such as the permanent 
membership of the Security Council remain unchanged. He said that it is 
presumptuous of the P-5, which represents only 1.9 billion of the 7 billion 
population, to claim responsibility for global security. We agree with him 
completely when he says “ this is structural deficiency in the architecture for 
global security” and that reform of the Security Council is imperative and is what 
we should begin with. We salute him for so clearly calling attention to this and 
express the hope that meaningful progress will take place as we celebrate the 
70th Anniversary. 
  
8.         Moving on to another issue, a definitional one. I will add a word of 
caution. Chapter VIII of the Charter clearly refers to regional arrangements i.e. 
work done by organizations formed on the basis of geographical contiguity. No 
such role for matters relating to maintenance of international peace and security 
is envisaged for organizations formed on any other basis, be they of 
language, religion or historical coincidence.  It would not be in keeping with the 
Charter, and also counter-productive if overly liberal interpretations are used.        
  
9.         To conclude, my delegation would like to place on record its most sincere 
appreciation to the leadership of the General Assembly for having convened 
today’s High level thematic debate. Our deliberations today should be an 
important input for the 70th Anniversary Summit of our Organizaion. 
  
I thank you Mr. President. 
 


