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Mr. President 

Allow me to begin by thanking you for convening today’s meeting for the 

consideration of the agenda item “Oceans and the Law of the Sea”, a subject of 

significant interest for the whole world.  

 

The outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 

Development held in Rio de Janeiro in June 2012 entitled “The Future we want” 

recognizes the oceans and seas as an integral and essential component of the Earth’s 

ecosystem and of crucial value to sustaining it. The role of oceans in supporting life on 

Earth is thus of vital importance. 

 

We note however, that our oceans face terrific challenges including the 

deterioration of the marine environment, biodiversity loss, climate change, those 

relating to the maritime safety and security including the acts of piracy and armed 

robbery at sea, and illegal fishing practices.  

 

Mr. President 

Safe navigation and smooth transportation of goods by seas are crucial to 

international trade and development. The acts of piracy and armed robbery at sea are a 

grave threat to maritime trade and the security of maritime shipping. Piracy endangers 

lives of seafarers, affects national security, territorial integrity and hampers economic 

development of nations.  

 

We highly appreciate the work of the Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of 

Somalia (CGPCS) in containing piracy through international cooperation and 

coordination. India actively participates in international efforts to combat piracy and 

armed robbery at sea. We are gratified that these efforts have yielded significant results 

as in the past year and a half, there has not been a successful hijacking off the coast of 

Somalia.  

 

We would however, like to express our deep concern over the incidents of piracy 

and armed robbery at sea in the Gulf of Guinea. Although, the States in the region have 

the primary role to play to counter the threat of piracy, we urge the entire international 

community to continue cooperation and efforts toward ensuring the end of this menace. 



Mr. President  

Turning to the international legal mechanism, the Law of the Sea Convention, 

1982 is the key international instrument governing ocean affairs. It sets out the legal 

framework for all activities in oceans and seas. The Convention enjoys wide acceptance 

with 166 Parties, Niger being the latest State joining the Convention on 07 August 2013. 

 

We thank the Secretary-General for his Report A/68/71 and Addendum 1 on 

issues concerning oceans and the law of the sea.  

 

We welcome the report A/68/159 of the Co-Chairs of the fourteenth Meeting of 

the United Nations open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law 

of the Sea (ICP), on the deliberations on “The impacts of ocean acidification on the 

marine environment”. The broad scientific thinking and studies reveal that ocean 

acidification has serious impacts on marine ecosystem. The changes in temperature due 

to ocean acidification may alter the rate and pattern of ocean productivity. This 

necessitates the need for a more comprehensive study on ocean acidification and for 

capacity building including through filling the knowledge gaps and promoting the 

transfer of technology. 

 

We welcome the report A/68/82 of the Co-Chairs of the meeting of the Ad-hoc 

Working Group of the Whole on the Regular Process for the global reporting and 

assessment of the state of marine environment, including socio-economic aspects. We 

commend the efforts toward materializing the first global integrated assessment of the 

state of the marine environment and look forward for its completion by 2014.  

 

We also welcome the report A/68/399 of Co-Chairs of the meeting of the Ad-hoc 

open-ended Informal Working Group to study issues relating to the conservation and 

sustainable use of marine biological diversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction. The 

working group took note of the deliberations of experts in the intersessional workshops 

held in May 2013. The Workshops provided valuable scientific and technical 

information on conservation and management tools, environmental impact 

assessments, as well as on marine genetic resources; and also considered the issues 

relating to intellectual property rights, capacity-building and the transfer of marine 

technology. We support the efforts of the Working Group towards addressing, on urgent 

basis, the issue of the conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity of areas 

beyond national jurisdiction, including through developing a legal framework.  

 

Mr. President 

The smooth functioning of the institutions established under the Convention 

namely the International Sea-bed Authority, the International Tribunal for the Law of 

the Sea and the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf hold the key to the 



proper implementation of the provisions of the Convention and to the realization of the 

desired benefits from the uses of the seas. We therefore support all efforts towards 

ensuring their smooth functioning, and note with satisfaction the progress made by 

these institutions in their respective areas.  

 

Mr. President 

Being a country with a vast coastline and numerous islands, India has a 

traditional and abiding interest in the maritime and ocean affairs, and assures full 

cooperation in efforts toward ensuring the proper management and sustainable use of 

the oceans and seas as a responsible partner of the international community. 

 

 Finally, Mr. President we thank both the Coordinators for having successfully 

conducted the consultations on draft resolutions “Oceans and the Law of the Sea” and 

“Sustainable Fisheries” and support their adoption.   

 

Thank you Mr. President.  
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