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Mr. Chairman,  

Thank you for giving me the floor. India aligns itself with the statement delivered by 
Algeria on behalf of the G-77. 

The Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and the Landlocked Developing Countries 
(LLDCs) are faced with unique challenges. India has long recognized their special 
needs and remains fully committed to their cause. 

 

Mr. Chairman,  

The response from the international community to the special needs of the LDCs 
continues to be wanting. In as many as four decades, we have only been able to 
graduate 3 Least Developed Countries (LDCs) out of the Group. We need to do much 
more.  
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And as we once again, today, commit to make the LDCs and the LLDCs equitable 
shareholders in our socio-economic progress, the question that we must put to 
ourselves is what we must collectively do?  

To which my answer would be: we need to introspect; we need to integrate and we 
need to end their isolation. We must introspect to fill the gaps in our collective 
commitment, we must integrate to make them part of global governance, and we 
must work to end their physical and developmental disconnect with the world at 
large.  

Mr. Chairman, India never professed the concept of a global village, we always 
believed in the concept of a global family. Our ancient scriptures proclaim 
“VASUDHAIVA KUTUMBAKAM” that essentially enunciates world as one family. A 
village may have inequalities and discriminations like rich and poor, privileged and 
not so privileged, but the family is governed by one principle only, the principle of 
live and let live, mutual love, affection, and harmony where every member is cared 
for equally. India remains committed to this mantra of making all nations belong to a 
one global family. Our spirited effort, therefore, must be, to work for integration, 
and not allow isolation. Let’s make the LDCs and the LLDCs equal partners in our 
shared destiny, a destiny they can rightfully own and a destiny then can heartily 
celebrate. 

Mr. Chairman,  

With majority of the population in the LDCs suffering from extreme poverty, hunger 
and disease, no credible action on achieving the MDGs or removing the blight of 
poverty can be complete without addressing their systemic vulnerabilities.  

At the Rio+20 Summit we renewed our commitment to meeting the challenges faced 
by the LDCs, and this must now translate into concrete action as we move forward.  

Poverty eradication, the overriding priority of the LDCs, must be given primacy in the 
proposed Sustainable Development Goals and the Post 2015 development agenda.  

The ongoing impacts of the global economic crisis have hit these countries hard.  

Unemployment, slackened economic growth and lack of domestic resources have 
undermined their socio- economic advancement.  

Debt burden, shrinking demand for their exports and dwindling ODA have further 
aggravated their vulnerabilities.  

At Istanbul, the LDCs set for themselves an ambitious target to bring 50% of the 
countries to the threshold of graduation by the end of the 10 Year Program.  
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In their aspiration, Mr. Chairman, they have legitimate expectations from us, and we 
must not belie them.  

Mobilization of adequate resources to fill the huge financing gap for development in 
the LDCs should receive our highest attention.  

We call upon the donor countries to urgently fulfill their long made ODA commitments 
of 0.15-0.20 % of GNI to the LDCs.  

Transfer of technology, capacity building and enhanced economic support measures 
are equally crucial to strengthen their resource base. 

South-South Cooperation support to the LDCs is also important but it cannot be a 
substitute for North-South Cooperation. 

The majority of the LDCs are commodity exporting economies. Integrating and 
enhancing their participation in the global trading network through full 
implementation of the duty free and quota free market access, therefore, must 
remain a priority.  

At the same time, with urgency, we must push for a development oriented outcome 
of the DOHA Round to create enhanced policy space for the LDCs.  

Mr. Chairman,  

As part of South-South Cooperation, we are pleased that the India-LDC partnership 
has gone beyond technical assistance to include trade, investment and humanitarian 
assistance. 

In keeping with our WTO commitment, we have extended duty free tariff preference 
scheme to all the LDCs. Our Lines of Credit worth over 5 billion US Dollars to the LDCs 
since 2003 and Aid for Trade programs have led to significant expansion in the India-
LDC trade, with the balance being in favour of the LDCs.  

India has set up a dedicated Credit Line of US Dollars 1 billion in support of the 
Istanbul Program, along with a grant of US dollar 5 million for follow up of the 
Program. We urge the LDCs to make productive use of it.  

Mr. Chairman,  

The inherent geographical difficulties of the Landlocked Developing countries have 
placed them at a distinct disadvantage as far as international trade and economic 
linkages are concerned. This has been clearly recognized by the Almaty Programme. 



Equally important is the understanding that any effective solution for the LLDCs must 
address the constraints and challenges faced by the transit developing countries that 
neighbour Landlocked Developing countries.  

As we start to prepare for the 10 year Review of the Almaty Programme in 2014, we 
must focus on addressing the structural weakness of the LLDC economies, through 
export diversification, developing transport infrastructure and connectivity.  

We welcome the recent steps taken at the regional levels to harmonize and 
consolidate policies to facilitate easy movement of goods from and into the LLDCs.  

India has special bilateral cooperation agreements with its landlocked neighbours for 
easy transit of their goods. We accord the highest priority to further strengthening our 
ties with these countries including through regional initiatives.  

We stand committed to meeting the critical infrastructure needs of the LLDCs. We 
have offered financial assistance worth US dollar 300 million for the construction of 
the Ethiopia-Djibouti railway line.  

We will continue to contribute economic and technical support to the development 
efforts of landlocked and transit developing countries, as part of South-South 
cooperation.  

We would also urge cooperation for meeting special transit requirements of 
landlocked regions within a country, which due to geography or political boundaries 
have similar difficulties in accessing international markets as the LLDCs.  

Mr. Chairman,  

India never subscribed to the philosophy of the majority happiness of the majority 
people as we have always believed in “SARVE JANA SUKHINO BHAVANTU”, i.e 
happiness for everyone in the world at large. Let’s work to make it possible. We are 
fully committed, today and always, to strengthening our cherished partnership with 
the LDCs and the LLDCs. 

I thank you. 
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