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Agenda Item 20: 
Sustainable Development 

10 October 2016 

INDIA STATEMENT 

First Secretary Mr. Ashish Sinha at the Second Committee of the 
71st Session of the United Nations General Assembly  

Mr. President, 

Before I start, I would like to express condolences to the victims of Hurricane Mathew. 

I am honored to share India's perspectives on the important issue of sustainable development. 

Needless to say, we subscribe to the statement delivered on this agenda item by the 
distinguished delegate of Thailand on behalf of the Group of 77. 

 Mr. President, 

The adoption of a path-breaking development agenda with a set of Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) last year has enabled us to renew our faith in multilateralism and in collective 
action to address our common problems. It is our hope that this agenda will lead us to a world 
without poverty and hunger by 2030, a world which is in harmony with nature, having halted 
climate change and altered unsustainable consumption patterns; a world where the poor do 
not have to pay the bill for the excesses of the rich and a world where the international system 
redistributes wealth not poverty.  

Mr. President, 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is about integration of all three pillars - 
economic growth, social inclusion and environmental protection - as well as a balance among 
them. And that, it is first and foremost about eradication of poverty and hunger, without which 
no development can be sustainable.  

Fully committed to ensuring a life of dignity to all, with an aim to share experiences, including 
successes, challenges and lessons learnt to accelerate the implementation of the Agenda 2030, 
India intends to present its voluntary national review (VNR) this session, next year. We have 
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integrated the SDGs framework into our national development strategies. We have decided to 
dedicate one day in each session of our Parliament for discussions only on the progress made 
on SDGs. India's success in sustaining robust economic growth to eradicate poverty will 
contribute in no small measure to the global achievement of the SDGs.   
  
Mr. President, 
  
Effective implementation of nationally owned and country led sustainable development 
requires financing strategies and resource mobilization. National efforts also require the 
support of global partnerships and the contribution of all relevant stakeholders. We must 
utilize the opportunity of QCPR process to chart the course for the UN development system 
(UNDS) with the prime aim of achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development with 
an unrelenting focus on poverty eradication. 

The funds must start flowing fast as the timeframe of 15 years is now 14 and shrinking further 
while the developing world awaits transfer of massive resources needed for realization of 
commitments.  

We welcome UN Secretary-General’s observation in this regard that additional financing for 
any other purpose cannot come at the expense of development funding.  

Mr. President, 

Climate change is a critical component of sustainable development as it impacts public health, 
food and water security, migration, and, peace and security. To facilitate early entry into force 
i.e. on November 04, 2016, of the Paris Agreement under the UN Convention, India deposited 
its Instrument of Ratification early this month. 

India's submission of its Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) under UNFCCC is 
a reflection of our utmost sincerity in contributing with our full might to the global fight against 
climate change. India will reduce its emissions intensity by 35%, build 40% capacity of power 
generation from Non Fossil fuels, create additional carbon sink of 2.5 billion tonnes through 
various policies of afforestation.  

Mr. President, 

India remains committed to fully embracing the Sendai Framework. Prime Minister Mr. 
Narendra Modi in June this year released the National Disaster Management Plan. About a 
month from now on November 3 and till the 5th November, 2016, India in collaboration with 
the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) would host the biennial Asian 
Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction Titled ‘Risk Sensitive Development for 
Community Resilience’ in New Delhi. 
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Mr. President, 
 
Allow me to conclude by re-emphasizing India's steadfast commitment to sustainable 
development. 
 
I thank you Mr. President. 


