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 India perceives that the issues being discussed in this round table are perhaps the most 
important as they deal with the new challenges which are thus have to be tackled by coordinated 
action by the countries and organisations present here today.  
 
2. India strongly believes  that to handle the new challenges whether it is from the threat of New 
Psychoactive substances, sale of drugs on internet/darknet, emergence of new trafficking routes or 
any other issue which we might face in the near future, strong mechanism of cooperation is of critical 
importance. In this direction let me share how India has put a step forward. In the realm of 
international cooperation and countering money laundering,  India in  partnership with UNODC 
hosted  the ‘networking the networks’ meeting in November, 2015 in New Delhi on the issue of 
Countering Illicit Financial Flows Originating from Organized Crime. This meeting was a follow-up to 
the Istanbul 2013 and Doha 2014 meetings of Networking-the-Networks. The meeting was extremely 
helpful in bringing together regional networks and countries for coordinated action on issues of illicit 
financial flows and how to use the existing networks for countering such financial flows.  
 
3. To further step up the international cooperation efforts in the region, India and UNODC 
Regional Office for South Asia are in the advanced stages of setting up of regional coordination 
centre for South Asia named SOUTH ASIAN REGIONAL INTELLEIGENCE AND COORDINATION 
CENTRE (SARICC)  with Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives and India as 
founding members. On being operational it will allow South Asia region to connect with other 
regional and global platforms and thus enable quick and secure information exchange to combat 
crimes related to drugs and money laundering. Both these initiatives would immensely help the 
region and gains from them would be phenomenal. 
 
4. Emergence of New Psychoactive Substances, whose number now far exceeds the number of 
substances under control, through the 1961 and 1971 Conventions is an issue of global concern. The 
UNODC Early Warning Advisory reports more than 650 New Psychoactive Substances as per the 
latest reports. India and China are repeatedly mentioned as sources of NPS. However, out of the 
many categories of NPS reported by UNODC, India has reported only two, namely Ketamine and 
Mephedrone. We have already controlled Ketamine and Mephedrone’ as a ‘Psychotropic 
Substance’.Further, India is actively considering action against the prevalent NPS by scheduling them 
under the national drug law. An expert committee on NPS has also been formed to look into the 
issues of strengthening forensic capabilities for identification of NPS.  The challenge of NPS calls for 
urgent response from the international community and the success achieved would depend greatly 
on the speed of the response and coordinated action with UNODC and international community.  
 

**** 


