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Mr. President,  
 
I am honoured to address this august assembly at today's Joint Debate on the 
New Partnership for Africa’s Development: progress in implementation and 
international support, causes of conflict and the promotion of durable peace 
and sustainable development in Africa including on the decade to Roll Back 
Malaria in developing countries.  
 
Allow me to convey our sincerest appreciation to the Secretary General for his 
timely and extremely informative report on the agenda items under discussion  
today. 
 

 
 
Mr. President, 
 
The New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) articulates both a vision 
and a strategic socio economic development framework for Africa.  
 
India applauds the progress achieved by Africa in the implementation of NEPAD 
priorities over the last ten years through multi sectoral initiatives in 
agriculture, infrastructure, health, education, science, information technology 
and environment. 
 



However, despite these positive strides, serious challenges remain to be 
addressed before the African continent can achieve all round development and 
prosperity.   
 
Extreme poverty, hunger, lack of adequate nutrition, conflicts and other 
malaises continue to shackle the tremendous potential of the African people.  
 
It is therefore important to acknowledge that addressing Africa's development 
needs and challenges requires an unwavering commitment backed by resolute 
action, not only from within Africa, but equally important, from outside the 
continent. 
It is imperative that the international community remain resolute in its support 
for Africa through sustained cooperation including transfer of technology, 
resources, and an enabling international environment.  
 
As has been pointed in Secretary General's report, as a proportion of total 
OECD global aid allocation in 2011, Africa's share remained virtually unchanged 
at a mere 37 percent.  
 
Indeed, till date, Africa has received only around half of the pledged increase 
made at the Group of Eight Summit in Gleneagles.  
 
The international community therefore needs to urgently address this gaping 
gap between promise and delivery.  
 
In these times of political uncertainty and economic meltdown, it is more 
incumbent than ever for the continent's development partners to stay the 
course and help African countries achieve their developmental goals. 
 
Mr President,  
 
The India-Africa partnership is based on firm historical foundations, which over 
the decades, has grown into one of the most productive and durable 
partnerships.   
 
Our similar historical experiences have engendered a common worldview. 
Understanding and sensitivity to each other’s strengths, requirements and 
constraints has given our partnership lasting strength and resilience. 
 
India is today on a path of rapid economic growth.  
 
Africa is also witnessing a phase of robust resurgence. Some of the world’s 
fastest-growing economies are in Africa. Africa is also blessed with a young and 
dynamic population.  
 



We have, therefore, together with our African friends, transformed our age old 
and traditional bond into and enduring and multi dimensional relationship.  
 
Our partnership with Africa is aligned with the priorities integral to the 
development goals of Africa and is built on the foundations of mutual equality 
and common benefit.  
 
At the 2nd India Africa Forum Summit in 2011, India committed US Dollars 5 
billion for the next three years under lines of credit to help our African 
partners, achieve their development goals.  
 
We also committed an additional US Dollars 700 million to establish new 
institutions and training programmes in consultation with the African Union and 
its institutions.  
 
We also decided to support the development of a new Ethio-Djibouti Railway 
line to the tune of US Dollars 300 million in keeping with NEPAD's priority on 
infrastructure development. 
 
Following the success of the Pan-African E-Network Project we are working on 
the establishment of an India-Africa Virtual University, which will help to meet 
some of the demand in Africa for higher studies in Indian institutions.  
 
We are making available 10,000 new scholarships under this University 
exclusively for African students.        
 
Our total commitment until 2014 by way of scholarships to African students, 
including under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Programme, 
stands at more than 22,000.  
 
To strengthen trade and investment flows, we have earlier this year in May 
2012, launched the India Africa Business Council, whose core sectors of 
cooperation include agriculture, manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, textiles, 
mining, petroleum and natural gas, IT/ITeS, financial services (including 
microfinance), energy, roads and railways.  
 
 
Given the sheer potential of untapped trade, we have also raised our bilateral 
trade target to US Dollars 90 billion by 2015 from US Dollars 70 billion set 
earlier. 
 
We are already making available duty free and quota free market access for 
goods from 34 LDCs in Africa, which covers 94% of India's total tariff lines and 
provides preferential market access on tariff lines that comprise 92.5% of 
global exports of all LDCs.  
 



Moreover, under the IBSA Trust Fund, with our partners from Brazil and South 
Africa, we have completed several successful projects in Burundi, Cape Verde, 
Guinea Bissau and Sierra Leone for strengthening of infrastructure and capacity 
building.  
 
Mr. President,  
 
India's partnership with Africa also spans capacity building programmes which 
include medical specialists to tackle pandemics like malaria, HIV and TB.  
 
Our private sector has also invested substantially in pharmaceutical 
manufacturing facilities in several African countries.  
 
We remain committed to the complete elimination of malaria and would like to 
thank the Secretary General for enlisting it as one of his top priorities. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
India's engagement with Africa is built on a strong focus on all round capacity 
building and contributing to human resource development and facilitating 
greater intra African cooperation.  
 
We have redirected our age-old bonds of friendship to respond to the 
contemporary aspirations of our peoples and build a partnership which is 
increasingly being cited as the 'beacon of South South cooperation'.  
 
This partnership, indeed, has the potential to strengthen global governance 
systems and democratise multilateral institutions.   
 
In conclusion, I would like to quote the words of my Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh, 
 
"The 21st century is often described as the Asian century. India wishes to see 
the 21st century as the Century of Asia and Africa with the people of the two 
continents working together to promote inclusive globalisation. Events in India 
and Africa in the middle of the 20th century changed the world. Today, we 
have a second chance to take charge of our own destiny, and give new meaning 
to the concept of sustainable, equitable and environment-friendly 
development."   
 
I thank you, Mr. President. 
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