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Venerable Monks, 
 
Excellencies, Friends from near and far, 
 
 
 I am honoured and delighted to be with you today on this very 
auspicious day of Vesak. As co sponsors to this noble initiative, we salute 
the efforts of all Member States in getting us together this evening, in 
particular, my sincerest appreciation to the Permanent Mission of Sri 
Lanka for coordinating this year’s event and making it happen. 
 
Venerable Monks, Excellencies and Friends, 
 
 Representing a country which has been the cradle of Buddhism since 
its advent, for us in India, the International day of Vesak, continues to be 
an occasion to reaffirm and strengthen the cultural and civilizational ties 
that bind the nations of our region. Buddhism has played a major role in 
our composite culture and pluralism.  
 

In a strife torn world, as the one we live in today, the preachings of 
Buddha : " Buddham Sharanam Gacchami " -  I take refuge in the Buddha, 
and by doing that, I take refuge in myself and in the innate goodness of all 
human beings, is indeed, the only comforting solace available to us all, at 
least in the spiritual realm.  For if it were not, the essential kernel of Lord 
Buddha’s message would not have continued to reverberate two and a half 
millennia after the attainment of enlightenment, as we so witness at this 
altar of multilateralism today. 

 
What can be more inspirational for practitioners of multilateral 

diplomacy like us, than to seek recourse to the Middle Path, a concept 
preached 2500 years ago, and perhaps most relevant in the trying times we 
are faced with today. To avoid extremes of any kind, to neither champion 
violence nor to sit in passive isolation, but to seek harmony, strike the right 
balance and continue the eternal pursuit of truth and knowledge.  

 
In today’s world, Buddha’s teachings therefore, stand out as an ideal 

amalgam and intellectual guide for conducting a dialogue among 
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civilizations, which is a much needed pre-requisite for peace in our times.  
It is, in this context, that we look to the continued revitalization of the 
principles and purposes of the United Nations, from a source that is tried, 
tested and true.   

 
 It is in the simplicity of Buddha's message wherein lies the reason for 

its spread and success.  It is based, in the first instance, on a clinical 
appreciation of the world we live in. which is indeed far from perfect.   

 
Einstein had said and I quote: "If there is any religion that could 

cope with modern scientific needs, it has to be Buddhism". No wonder, 
Buddha underscored that the best way to pay homage to him was not by 
offering flowers, incense and light, but by truly and sincerely striving to 
follow his teachings. That is how we are expected to celebrate Vesak, let us 
join hands to use this opportunity to reiterate our determination to lead 
noble lives, to practise loving kindness and to bring peace and harmony to 
humanity by eliminating the "I" or "self" for the larger collective good.  I 
thank you all.  

 
 

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS 

http://www.un.int/india/Table2013.htm

