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INTERVENTION BY MR. SANJAY VERMA, JOINT SECRETARY 
[ENERGY SECURITY] MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OF INDIA 
DURING THE INTERACTIVE THEMATIC DIALOGUE ON “ENERGY 

EFFICIENCY, ENERGY CONSERVATION AND NEW AND RENEWABLE 
SOURCES OF ENERGY” AT THE 63RD SESSION OF THE UN GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY IN NEW YORK ON JUNE 18, 2009 
 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
Over the last few years, India has achieved a growth rate of over 9%. While this 
has reduced somewhat following the economic crisis, India needs to maintain a 
growth rate of about 8 percent over the next 25 years to eradicate poverty and 
meet its human development agenda.  
 
Energy is critical to these efforts. India’s per capita consumption of energy is 
amongst the lowest in the world, and a third of the world average. Further, we 
are also conscious of the need for energy efficiency, and have taken various 
national measures in this regard, including a national Energy Conservation Act 
in 2001. Energy efficiency across all sectors of the economy is essential to 
enable decoupling of energy supply growth from economic growth, while 
ensuring that energy service demands are met. In this regard, let me highlight 
that India’s energy intensity of 0.18 kg of oil equivalent-kgoe- per dollar of GDP 
expressed in purchasing parity terms is actually lower than the OECD average 
0.19 kgoe/GDP-PPP.  
 
India, however, remains an energy deficit country, importing nearly three-
fourths of its crude oil. Accordingly, India’s energy policy aims to supplement, 
complement, substitute and eventually replace fossil fuel-liquid, gaseous and 
coal, in that order. We have achieved some success in this regard. Grid power 
from renewables stands at over 14000 MW, accounting for about 9% of the 
installed capacity of the country. Of this 14000 MW, nearly 70% is contributed 
by wind.  
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India is developing and deploying renewable energy systems / devices through 
voluntary measures, without any targets, as per our national priorities and 
circumstances. India aims to facilitate development of indigenously designed, 
developed and manufactured new and renewable energy products and services 
that are reliable, convenient, safe, efficient and affordable and which are at 
par or even excel international standards, specifications, performance 
parameters and are lower in cost.  
 
The major drivers for deployment of new and renewable energy in India are 
poverty alleviation, economic development and energy security. However, our 
renewable energy programme also has a positive contribution towards making 
the environment clean. We have embarked on this despite our low GHG 
emissions profile. To illustrate, India’s GHG emissions in 1994 were 1228 
million tonne of CO2 equivalent, which is less than 3% of the global GHG 
emissions. In per capita terms, it is one-fourth the global average, one twenty-
fifth the US average or one-tenth the EU average. 
 
India attaches great importance to the ongoing UNFCCC climate change 
negotiations. It is vital that these negotiations remain under the UNFCCC 
mechanism and its Kyoto Protocol, and not be held through partnerships 
outside these processes. The prescription of decarbonization targets by such 
partnerships may ultimately adversely impact on the energy mix of the member 
countries. We therefore would like to stress that the choice of energy mix 
needs to be left to the member countries in line with their national priorities. 
Emergence of a consensus on this vital global issue under the UNFCCC 
mechanism is required to redress and contain the climate change problem.   
 
The Clean Development Mechanism has been used as an instrument to assist 
developing countries and reduce emissions of developed countries. A number of 
CDM projects have been hosted in India. However, India is concerned about the 
CDM mechanism not being upto the expectations in terms of revenue and 
technology inflows, especially for renewable energy, for which both technology 
and cost reduction are of immense importance. 
 
India has always articulated its concerns regarding the fair and equitable 
treatment for the developing countries while discussing the issue of sharing the 
GHG mitigation burden. India has also emphasized the need for placing clean 
technologies under public domain for their effective transfer to developing 
countries. 
 
In this context the TRIPS Agreement requires a judicious balance between 
rights of the creators and the societal concerns at large. Just like the 
treatment of public health concerns under the TRIPS Agreement, new and 
renewable energy technologies should also be made available at reduced costs 
to the developing countries. 
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As regards technology transfer pertaining to new and renewable energy 
technologies, the following are key: 
 

 The development of renewable energy technologies requires a concerted 
global action through joint research, design and development, so as to 
reduce high developmental costs and provide a conducive policy 
framework to encourage mainstreaming of renewable energy.  

 Developed countries need to closely involve the developing countries to 
jointly develop new and renewable energy technologies, products and 
services that would eventually make their deployment cost-competitive. 

 Developed countries need to play a proactive role in facilitating transfer 
of new and renewable energy technologies to developing countries by 
reducing technical and licensing costs in the short term with a cap at 0.7 
percent of turnover and eventually rolling back of these costs to zero 
percent.  

 Developed countries should provide access to researchers and 
technologists from developing countries to their research institutions. 

 New and renewable energy technologies, products and services to be 
treated as non-commercial goods and services. 

 Existing new and renewable energy technologies to be placed in public 
domain. 

 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
Our meeting today is significant in our attempts to consider the energy issues, 
particularly new and renewable energies. We look forward to these 
deliberations contributing constructively towards our future efforts.  
 
Thank you. 
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