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Thank you Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished delegates, 

I am delighted to participate in this event.  

We commend the efforts of Observer Research Foundation and other co-organizers for 
focusing on India's priorities in the SDGs and the Post-2015 Development Agenda.  

I am happy to be among several distinguished panelists from India who will be speaking at this 
event. I am particularly delighted in sharing this space with Mr. Mauskar, who has been a guru, 
mentor and guide, having led the Indian negotiating team under UNFCCC for many years of 
which I was fortunate to be a small part. 

Let me start by saying that I am honored to represent the Permanent Mission of India to the 
United Nations in this event.  

India has been an active and constructive participant in the process of negotiations so far, 
including on the SDGs. Even though we have not held an event like to this to showcase India’s 
priorities, those who have followed the negotiations would be aware of our detailed and 
substantive position on the entire gamut of issues being considered as part of the new 
development agenda. 

We have also had quite a useful interface with the Indian civil society, not just during the 
negotiations but even before they began. In 2013, we were active participants in the initiative of 
the UN Resident Coordinator’s office for consultations with all relevant stakeholders in India 
on the Post-2015 Development Agenda. 

In this context, the special nature of this event itself perhaps deserves a comment. 

For those who may not have noticed, this is not an event organized by the Government of India. 
Like others, we have also been invited to share our views.  

So apart from the Indian Mission, we have panelists from different backgrounds - former 
Government officials, representatives of think tanks and also distinguished members of the 
Indian civil society. In this sense, the event is aptly titled 'Perspectives from India'. 

The point is that this diversity of the panel should not come as a surprise. Indeed, don't be too 
alarmed if you find a healthy debate among the discussants on what constitutes the Indian 
perspective!  

Diversity of opinion is not just the accepted norm in India, it is something we revel in. As they 
say, we like our food spicy and our arguments loud!  

In other words, it is possible that this may sometimes feel like the proverbial tale of the 
elephant and the nine blind men of Hindoostan, but rest assured, we all have the best interests 
of the elephant in mind! 



Mr. Chairman, 

I have been asked to speak on the "Indian Priorities in the Post-2015 Development Agenda". 

I can do no better than to recollect an event that was organized sometime last year here in New 
York on this same topic by members of the Indian civil society.  

Two very unique guests spoke at that event. One was a 13- year old girl from the Moosahari 
community, one of the poorest and most underprivileged communities from the eastern part of 
India and the other was a visually impaired 13-year old from South India. The girl from the 
Moosahari community spoke in a dialect of Hindi and this was translated into English for the 
audience by the blind girl from South India. They spoke of their vision and of the future they 
want. They spoke about education, about empowerment and about development. They spoke of 
not just making poverty history, but also making lavish spending, inhuman hoarding, 
inexcusable wasting and uncontrolled profit making history. 

For me this sight of the two young girls, two young Indians speaking about what they expect 
from the development agenda, was at once deeply touching and evocative.  

In many ways, it summed up for me what India stands for and what India wants in ways that 
no statement can ever do. Whatever we make of the SDGs and the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda, it must be relevant to the lives of these two girls and millions like them in India and 
other developing countries. 

Shifting gears and talking of Indian government's priorities in the development agenda, let me 
quote what the Prime Minister of India said : 

"We have achieved political freedom but our revolution is not yet complete and is still in 
progress, for political freedom without the assurance of the right to live and to pursue 
happiness, which economic progress alone can bring, can never satisfy a people. Therefore, 
our immediate task is to raise the living standards of our people, to remove all that comes in 
the way of the economic growth of the nation". 

You may not have noticed, but these words were spoken in fact by the first Prime Minister of 
India Jawaharlal Nehru in his address to the US Congress in 1949. 

Fast forward to 2015, and Prime Minister Modi has spoken passionately about  making 
'development' a mass movement, in the same manner as Mahatma Gandhi turned 'freedom' 
into a mass movement. Prime Minister Modi wants development to become everyone’s 
business, not just of the government. Every Indian should see his or her actions as a 
contribution to India’s growth and development. 

It is therefore quite fitting that the priorities that have been identified as part of the SDGs co-
relate quite closely with the vision of the Indian government. 

When Prime Minister Modi addressed the UN General Assembly last year, he recalled that in 
this day and age, 2.5 billion people are without access to basic sanitation, 1.3 billion without 
access to electricity and 1.1 billion people without access to clean drinking water. He went to 
relate his own priorities with these basic imperatives, saying that the focus of his own 
development agenda is precisely to focus on these issues and address them in a definite time 
frame. 



He articulated the core Indian position when he said that eradication of poverty must remain 
at the core of the Post-2015 Development Agenda and command our fullest attention.  

What we want to achieve in Prime Minister Modi’s words, is "a roof over every head, power in 
every house, sanitation and clean water within everyone's reach, a hope for every child to 
survive, and a chance for every mother to love her child" 

For us, the needs of 1.2 billion poor people, twice the combined population of Europe, must be 
at the heart of the new agenda.  

There can be no sustainable development with perpetuation of poverty and hunger. 

Social goals will remain unattainable without robust economic growth, creation of 
infrastructure, promotion of industrialization and full and productive employment. 
Government of India's recent initiatives of 'Make in India', 'Digital India', 'Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan or Clean India Program', ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao or Save and Educate the Girl Child' 
are all geared towards these objectives. 

At the same time, we in India realize that the pursuit of economic growth and development 
cannot be business as usual. Even though we did not create the problem, India has every 
intention of being a part of the solution when it comes to climate change.  

The solution lies in pursuing policies that, rather than blindly aping the development model 
that has brought humanity into a clash with nature, promote a more holistic relationship 
between growth and environment.  

Prime Minister Modi has sought to do this by harkening back to our civilizational ethos of 
harmony with nature, or treating nature as a partner, not as an adversary. 

Prime Minister Modi has spoken of achieving the same level of development, prosperity and 
well being without going down the path of reckless consumption and his belief is that by doing 
so, it doesn't necessarily mean that our economies will suffer, but rather that they will take on a 
different character. 

India's planned objectives of, for example, adding 170,000 MW of clean and renewable energy 
in the next seven years is an evidence of our seriousness for addressing the environmental 
sustainability of our growth. 

Distinguished Delegates, 

As you may have noticed, the list of priorities that I just read out corresponds quite neatly with 
the list of SDGs.  

Starting with the headline goal on poverty eradication, moving over to the strengthening of the 
social goals of the MDGs, fitting in the ‘missing MDG’ of Energy, a strong focus on economic 
objectives of growth, infrastructure, employment and industrialization, complemented by 
environmental goals of climate change, biodiversity, forests, oceans etc with a clear focus on 
sustainable consumption and lifestyles. 

In other words, you can say that the priorities underlined by the Government of India are in 
sync with what the international community has agreed in the form of the SDGs. You could 



also say that the SDGs are themselves a strong endorsement of the developmental vision 
articulated by the Indian government.  

In fact, most if not all the initiatives launched by Prime Minister Modi can be related to one or 
more of the SDGs.  

But even more importantly, what is remarkable is the striking similarity of the vision of 
development encapsulated in the SDGs and that articulated by India.  

The central feature of this vision could be summarized as follows: overarching focus on 
eradicating poverty and hunger, tackling social issues more directly, addressing drivers not 
merely symptoms by boosting economic growth, energy access, industrialization and 
infrastructure and doing so in manner that promotes a harmonious relationship with nature. 

I might add that even though this may seem self-evident, this holistic vision was not a given in 
the negotiations on SDGs.  

It is a struggle nowadays to say that poverty eradication should remain our highest objective. It 
was also not easy to get a consensus on the new goals to be based on the MDGs taking them to 
completion. And the inclusion of the economic component of the goals was perhaps the most 
difficult, as several quarters wished the attention to remain only on environmental action. 

We are indeed happy that through the SDGs, the international community has endorsed 
India's developmental vision as articulated so well by Prime Minister Modi.  

Synergy between the two – the Indian and the global development agenda - is important and 
the two will have to intersect quite closely if either has to succeed. 

This also means that we are acutely conscious of our singular responsibility for the success of 
the Post-2015 Development Agenda.  

Both, given the sheer scale of challenges confronting us as also the sheer scale of opportunities 
that can be unleashed by appropriate policy interventions in India, India will be a crucial 
battleground for the success of the Post-2015 Development Agenda.  

India is where by and large this struggle against poverty and for a better world will be fought, 
and won. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Allow me to briefly address two other issues. 

The first of course is global partnership and our long stated position that it is not enough to 
craft a set of ambitious objectives alone and that they must be complemented by an equally if 
not more ambitious global partnership.  

The post-2015 development agenda is an agenda for international ‘collaboration’. It should 
allow us to pool our resources, our creativity and our solidarity, not just to locate the most 
important problems, but also find solutions to address these problems.  



While scaling up and revitalizing global partnership, our focus should not only be about how 
much money is being put on the table, even though that remains important.  

Our focus should be to put in place a facilitative and supportive international system for 
development. The alternative to more North-South Aid is not South-South flows, as many seem 
to contend, but more and robust economic growth and development, so that developing 
countries can generate the resources they need themselves.  

“No country has succeeded in significantly reducing poverty without sustained economic 
growth. Strong growth boosts employment opportunities, increases incentives for parents to 
invest in their children’s health and education, fosters entrepreneurship and innovation, and 
generates pressure for investment in essential infrastructure and for improved governance”.  

What I just said is a direct quote from an open letter written to the UN Secretary General in 
November 2014 by 18 leading economists including several respected names from the 
American academic community including Prof. Lawrence Summers.  

Needless to say, we strongly endorse this view. 

Mr. Chairman, 

A particular area of focus for the Indian delegation has been the elusive creation of a 
Technology Facilitation Mechanism, discussions on which have been meandering for the past 
over 3 years now.  

We find it disturbing that the issue of technology, which should be logically be seen as the 
solution for sustainable development, has become almost a taboo subject in the UN, associated 
as it has become with exaggerated fears about IPRs or mandatory technology transfer 
requirements.  

Technology should be seen as a win-win solution, not a zero sum game and a meaningful 
conclusion on this issue should be our common priority. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The second issue pertains to issues of peace, security, good governance and institutions, or 
what is commonly referred to as Goal 16 or even the putative 4th pillar. Now, it will of course 
be remiss of me not to mention this issue, given that we have Saferworld as one of our co-
organizers. You can’t be impolite to your hosts, after all ! 

So how come, you may ask, I did not mention this issue as an Indian priority when I was listing 
out all the others?  

Is peace and security for its citizens, good governance and strong institutions not a priority for 
India? Of course they are.  

As a multi-cultural, multi-lingual, multi-ethnic and multi-religious society, India embraces the 
notions of openness, transparency and accountability.  

Democracy and good governance are fundamental pillars of our socio-political system.  



As Prime Minister Modi said recently, democracy is not just in our Constitution, it is in our 
DNA! Peace and security are as important to India as to any peace-loving society. 

The hesitation on our part along with several other delegations to integrate these political 
issues as the core of the development agenda is not on account of any disagreement about the 
importance of these issues for development.   

On the contrary, we believe that these issues are important and deserve a proper and full 
international response by the organizations and agencies who have the mandate and the 
competence to deal with them.  

It is overly simplistic in our view to conflate issues of peace and security with those of conflict 
and then in turn to crime and violence. These are distinct issues and require different 
approaches. 

No society or nation has so far managed to achieve peace and stability without eradicating 
poverty and providing basic human development and economic opportunities to its people. 

How then, if at all, should the development agenda address these issues?   

In our view, the task of the development agenda must be to create conditions for rapid 
economic growth, for eradication of poverty, want and hunger and for holistic and sustainable 
development.  All these, in our view will in turn contribute to build lasting peace, prevent 
conflict, and promote stability.   

In other words, peace and stability in the context of the development agenda should be looked 
at from a developmental lens.  

Of course, when talking of governance and peace and security, we cannot turn a blind eye on 
the abiding democratic deficit in the institutions of global governance responsible for global 
peace and security. Developing countries need to be given real voice and participation in global 
decision-making.  

I will stop here Mr. Chairman and I’ll be happy to take some questions. 

Let me conclude by saying that India’s voice in these discussions will always be one of principle, 
logic and sound reasoning. We look forward to listening to all views carefully and to building 
bridges to craft an agenda that we can all own collectively - an agenda that helps us realize a 
vision of a world without poverty and hunger and where humanity is in harmony with nature. 

I thank you. 


