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Mr. President, 

At the outset, India welcomes your election as Chair of the 4th Committee and assures 

you of all support during the forthcoming session on Decolonization.  

As one of the initiators of the historic Afro-Asian Conference at Bandung, Indonesia in 

1955, India has been a strong and consistent advocate of Decolonization. In the 70 years 

of UN's journey and 61 years after the Bandung Conference, it is a measure of the success 

of the UN and Afro-Asian countries effects that the world has left behind the era of 

colonization. The recent adoption of the 2030 agenda and the debate it brought forth is 

an illustration of how the world today is a community of big and small sovereign nations, 

all of whom are playing a part in building a more prosperous and sustainable world.  

Mr. President, 

The C-24 or the Special Political and Decolonization Committee is the vehicle that strives 

to complete the Decolonization process with regard to the remaining 17 Territories. It is 

to the credit of the members of the C-24 and the Bureau that issues relating to the 

Territories have been approached in a just, principled and fair manner, as well as with 

strong commitment and sincerity. Consensus among members and a willingness to take 

into account differing perspectives of the members of the Committee has been the key 

stone of the success of the C-24.  

As highlighted by the UN members in the 71st Session of the UN General Assembly, the 

world and the UN face a number of complex challenges at present, which requires a high 

degree of cooperation, understanding and coordination. These challenges extend to the 



Territories with which the C-24 is engaged with. It is, therefore, as members of the 

Committee, our duty to understand the complex challenges and particular 

circumstances of each Territory in guiding their path forward.  

Mr. President, 

While independence and sovereignty for the remaining 17 Non-Self Governing 

Territories is the goal of the UN and the international community, as well as the mandate 

of the C-24, this responsibility has to be discharged with due care and deliberation. The 

welfare and wishes of the people of each Non-Self Governing Territories have to be the 

paramount principle. The welfare and wishes of each Non-Self Governing Territory 

would require that attention is paid to circumstances on the ground as they present 

themselves as well as the broader narratives of each particular situation. This is of great 

importance if we need to bring justice to the people of the Territories.  

Mr. President, 

India, which had taken up the call for Decolonization in the world even during its 

independence struggle and which actively took up the goal soon after its independence, 

is proud to have been associated with the successful march of Decolonization under the 

UN's watch. India remains strongly committed to the C-24 and will play an active role in 

completing the mandate given to the members of the Committee. 

Thank you. 

 


