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Mr. Chairman, 

India welcomes the detailed report presented by USG Ms Cristina Gallach on the 
activities of the Department of Public Information (DPI). The report once again highlights 
the extensive efforts of the DPI in publicizing and articulating the range of UN activities.  

This year marks the completion of one year after the adoption of the 2030 Agenda, as 
well as the conclusion of the historic Paris Agreement which committed the world to 
begin the long and difficult march to halting Climate Change. We are pleased to note the 
DPI's extensive work with various Regional Information Centers in publicizing and 
creating awareness about the SDGs.  

India remains committed to both the SDGs and Climate Change. This commitment was 
reflected in two of the events that the Mission of India organized during the year. The 
celebrations of the International Day of Yoga (June 21) in partnership with DPI reiterates 
the importance of providing holistic health care, an important goal of the SDGs. We are 
very happy at the extensive web based coverage of the International Day of Yoga by the 
DPI. This coverage is important in publicizing the qualities of Yoga as a practice 
conducive to wholesome health, especially for senior citizens. The UN's designation of 
June 21st as International Yoga Day is, therefore, appropriate.  

India also expressed its strong commitment to the Paris Agreement by depositing its 
ratification instrument on Oct. 02, 2016, on the occasion of the birthday of Mahatma 
Gandhi, celebrated every year at the UN as the International Day of Non-Violence. India's 
ratification of the Agreement on October 02 is deeply significant given Gandhiji's lifelong 
commitment to sustainability.  

 



Mr. Chairman, 

We note with satisfaction the DPI's engagement with Counter-terrorism initiatives of the 
UN as well as the communication support provided for the launch of the Secretary 
General's Plan of Action to Prevent Violent Extremism. Terrorism remains the major 
threat to world peace and security. India as a long standing victim of terrorism fully 
supports these initiatives. The need of the hour is a global compact to tackle the menace 
and India hopes that these DPI initiatives will contribute in building a consensus for 
adoption of the 'Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT)'. Here, we 
would also like to draw attention to DPI's earlier initiatives towards mobilizing opinion 
against violent extremism under its series of programs titled 'Unlearning Intolerance'. 
The Indian Mission had collaborated with DPI in 2012 and 2013 through two Seminars 
featuring Sufi musicians from a famous religious site in India and the contributions of the 
Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore respectively.  

In a world facing great challenges over ongoing conflicts, the UN's emphasis on peace 
and security and peace keeping is commendable. We appreciate the DPI's focus on 
highlighting the contributions of UN Peacekeepers around the world. As one of the 
largest troop contributing countries, India remains committed to being engaged with the 
UN Peacekeeping outreach. 

The unprecedented refugee crisis highlighted by the presence of record number of 
refugees since World War-II is clearly one of the current challenges for the world. The 
DPI's various efforts to raise awareness of the issue are appreciated. The Permanent 
Mission of India was happy to organize in collaboration with DPI under its outreach 
initiative 'Remember Slavery' a photo exhibition on 'Africans in India' in February 2016 at 
the UN Hqrs. The exhibition which highlights the rise of African immigrants to positions 
of power, influence and wealth in 15th/16th Century India, emphasizes the positives that 
can come through creative use of migratory flows. In this connection, we appreciate the 
DPI's support to UN initiatives in Africa. It also serves as a reminder of the potential today 
of Africa and Africans. We also appreciate the work done by DPI to raise awareness about 
the serious humanitarian situation of refugees from Syria and other parts of the world. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The DPI's Academic Impact remains an important outreach and we support the program, 
with India commitment reflected in its financial contribution of USD $ 2, 00,000 for the 
year 2015-16. Harnessing the expertise of Academic Institutions around the world in 
taking forward UN initiatives on Development and Climate Change is vital. In this 
connection, we would like to flag the engagement of the well known architectural 
institution, the Dr. B.N. College of Architecture in Pune, India as a UN Academic Impact 
Hub and its work on sustainable housing projects in Tanzania and Jamaica.  



Multilingualism needs to be an important focus area for DPI. While it has expanded its 
outreach through the six official languages, this would be insufficient to communicate 
the volume of work being done by the UN to global audiences who do not speak the six 
official languages. In this connection while noting the efforts that DPI is making in 
expanding coverage into other languages, we urge it to pay greater attention to 
languages in the South Asia landmass, given the proportion of world population that 
resides in the sub-Continent. The DPI could look at using its Academic Impact Initiative 
to develop partnerships with Universities in South Asia for developing required language 
capability. In this context, we are happy to have been successful in placing with the 
support of the DPI, a translation of the UN Charter in Sanskrit, one of the oldest living 
languages in the UN documents repository.  

Mr. Chairman, 

The 70th Anniversary of the UN was indeed a landmark in evolving a global response to 
a globalized world. It is fitting that the DPI celebrated the UN's 70th Anniversary with its 
'Turn the World UN Blue' campaign. We are happy to note that these activities have 
featured a series of events in the Indian cities of Kolkata and Thiruvananthapuram on 
topics such as UN reform and partnerships for peace and development.  

India remains deeply appreciative of the range of activities of the DPI and is fully 
supportive of its Initiatives. 

 

*** 

 


