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General Debate of the Second Committee 
October 03, 2016 

INDIA STATEMENT 
Joint Secretary Mr. Manish Chauhan,
          Ministry of External Affairs 
 at the 71st Session of the  

United Nations General Assembly 

Thank you Mr. President, 

We join other delegates in congratulating you and members of the Bureau on your assumption 
of charge of the Second Committee. We have this year the challenge to demonstrate progress 
on the action template provided by the Agenda 2030, chart a path for implementation of SDGs 
and utilize QCPR exercise for aligning UN Development System for an effective role in the 
process.  This may require us to develop innovative ways of thinking, working, organizing, 
communicating and reporting. So clearly a lot riding on your shoulders and we wish you all 
success in your endeavours. 

Mr. President, 

India associates itself with the statement delivered by the distinguished Ambassador of 
Thailand on behalf of the Group of 77 and we would like to add some additional points in our 
national capacity. 

Before proceeding further, we would like to also express our sincere thanks to the keynote 
speaker Dr. Dambisa Moyo, a renowned global economist and author, for her profound 
address. 

Mr. President, 

India intends to present its voluntary national review (VNRs) this session, next year, with an 
aim to share experiences, including successes, challenges and lessons learnt to accelerate the 
implementation of the Agenda 2030. We have integrated the SDGs framework into our 
national development strategies. We have decided to dedicate one day in each session of our 
Parliament for discussions only on the progress made on SDGs. As we move forward, the 
realization of the commitment of the developed countries towards resource mobilization for 
strengthening capacities and technical assistance to the developing countries would be critical. 
In this regard, the Technology Facilitation Mechanism will be instrumental in our view. 

Mr. President, 
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About 800 million people still live in extreme poverty and an equal number continue to suffer 
from hunger. Mahatma Gandhi once said and I quote "there are people in the world so hungry 
that God cannot appear to them except in the form of bread." Second committee can leverage 
its convening power in this session through QCPR process to chart the course for the UN 
development system (UNDS) with the prime aim of achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development with an unrelenting focus on poverty eradication.  

We welcome UN Secretary-General’s observation in this regard that additional financing for 
any other purpose cannot come at the expense of development funding. We are concerned 
that voices are seeking to divert resources away from development programmes which will 
have a deleterious effect on the development agenda of the developing countries, in particular 
Least Developed Countries (LDCc) and Small Island Developing States (SIDSs). 

Today is the World Habitat Day and we are happy to note that there is an agreed text for the 
‘New Urban Agenda’ to be adopted at Quito during Habitat III this month. I am sure the agenda 
will set a new global strategy around sustainable urbanization.  

Mr. President 

To facilitate early entry into force of the Paris Agreement under the UN Convention, India 
deposited its Instrument of Ratification yesterday, coinciding with the International Day of 
Non Violence and also the Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, who epitomized a lifestyle 
with the smallest carbon footprint. Gandhiji believed that there is enough on this planet to 
fulfill everyone’s needs, but not to fulfill anyone’s greed. In this context Prime Minister Mr 
Narendra Modi ushered in the idea of ‘Climate Justice’ for the poorer sections and also for the 
developing world and the continuing relevance of Common but Differentiated Responsibilities.   

Mr. President,  

As a part of our Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) we have begun to 
move forward on the road to climate action. India will reduce its emissions intensity by 35%, 
build 40% capacity of power generation from Non Fossil fuels, create additional carbon sink of 
2.5 billion tonnes through various policies of afforestation.  

Mr. President, 

India took a defining step by enacting the Disaster Management Act in 2005. Our 12th Five 
Year Plan national document includes a separate segment on Disaster Management and we 
have earmarked 10 percent of development funds towards innovation, disaster mitigation and 
restoration. 

India remains committed to fully embracing the Sendai Framework and Prime Minister Mr. 
Narendra Modi in June this year released the National Disaster Management Plan. Exactly a 
month from now on November 3 and till the 5th November, 2016, India in collaboration with 
the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) would host the biennial Asian 
Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction Titled ‘Risk Sensitive Development for 
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Community Resilience’ in New Delhi. India hosts the SAARC Disaster Management Centre and 
the Indian National centre for ocean information services which operates the Tsunami early 
warning system. 

Mr. President, 

International Migration has been an essential element of the global landscape and it has its 
own socio-economic dynamics which can be a win-win phenomenon.  India welcomes the 
initiative taken by the UN and reiterates its commitment to the efforts by the international 
community towards bringing humane approach and order to the international migration. We 
believe that responsibility sharing should be based on agreed principles of Common but 
Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR). India is a major country of origin, destination and 
transit of migrants. Indian Diaspora comprises over 25 million people and India has been home 
to millions of migrants over millennia. 

Mr. President, 

You can count on the unstinted support of my delegation for the successful conduct of work of 
this Committee in the weeks ahead. 

I thank you. 
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