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Mr. President,  
 
I want to thank you very much for convening this joint meeting of all of the 
Executive Boards on the extremely pertinent question of how to operationalise 
the decisions of the QCPR Resolution. 
 
Mr. President, I must say I am extremely honoured to be speaking in the room 
today with all the Executive Directors here, present, and to me this is a major sign 
of their personal involvement and of course, that of their agencies and I am very 
appreciative of that. Let me also say that I come from a country which has been a 
strong member of the family of development cooperation of the United Nations 
across the board.  
 
In every single one of the agencies which we see represented there, the funds and 
programmes we see represented here, we have been both beneficiaries and have 
been participants. We have contributed and we benefited a lot from the work they 
have done over years in my country. Indeed some of the largest programmes are 
held there (I see Mr. Lake of UNICEF looking at me, and Sir I acknowledge that 
fact and I’m very happy about it and I say that for everyone) UNDP, UNFPA and 
indeed all of them WFP you yourself are partners in that. 
 
We have also been doing our part in the UN’s development cooperation efforts. 
We are among the largest contributors from the developing nations to the core 
resources of the funds and programmes. And we will continue to be strong in our 
partnership and in both working with the funds and programmes as well as 
taking advantage of the expertise, the skills, etc. that they bring. We are very 
happy to do that.  
 
Mr. President, you have called this meeting basically to seek views on a specific 
question : the question regarding the prioritization of how the QCPR resolution 
should be implemented. And I think this is a particularly important meeting, a 
meeting where all 193 member states have come together so that we can now try 
to give a policy direction of how do we implement what we have all agreed to, 
unanimously, and by bringing all of us on board on a common purpose and 
theme.  
 
I am also very happy that a background paper was put together and that the 
background paper has outlined a large number of themes, etc. which are 
extremely important including transition, funding, implementation of Delivering 
As One, results focus, RBM, strengthening the RC system, and several others. 
And I want to say that we are very supportive of all of these and the way they are 
evolving. After all much of the guidance has to be related to the actual working of 



the funds and programmes. That is particularly important. We have certainly to 
look at the minutae of how things are done and we are supportive of that.   
 
Mr. President, I am really wanting to speak here about something that I think 
is extremely important, and which needs to be the overall guiding principle and 
guiding direction of what we do. And its not the first time that India is making 
this point, many other delegations have also said so, and that is to draw your 
attention to OP 71 of the QCPR resolution and let me quote “"Calls upon the 
organizations of the United Nations development system including funds and 
programmes and specialized agencies as per their mandate to assign the 
highest priority to poverty eradiation and that efforts in this area 
should be scaled-up to address the root causes of extreme poverty and 
hunger"  
 
There is also OP 70 of the QCPR resolution which states: "eradication of poverty 
through the development of national capacities in developing countries should 
continue to be the core focus area for the United Nations development 
system and that ALL its development programmes and projects should 
attempt to address this greatest global challenge as their underlying 
objective"  
 
Mr. President why am I making this effort?  
 
I am making this effort because I somehow get the feeling by looking at the 
various papers and participating in discussions, and we are participants in all of 
them, that while this is what the member states have desired, this is what has 
been adopted in the General Assembly, and more so in the Rio Declaration, 
where poverty has been identified as the greatest global challenge, I find that in 
the detailed documents which get produced much is said about the minutae 
actions etc, of various sides, but this particular theme is not addressed upfront 
and as the main highest priority and as the core objective.   
 
Mr. President let us try and understand what exactly we are talking about and 
why am I trying to stress this.  
 
Even today Mr. President, there are 1.3 billion people living below the poverty 
line of a $1.25. We have done well in the course of our pursuing the MDG 
programmes. We have made tremendous efforts and we have had success but I 
think we have a long way to go. And I don’t think the time is right for us not to 
have a single minded focus on what is the absolute critical thing for everybody on 
this earth : to have a minimum standard of life and a minimum quality of a 
decent life assured to them.  
 
This in my opinion is the single biggest challenge that we face, recognized by the 
world, and should be the guiding lode-star and indeed the chief point and focus 
of our policy direction. Naturally, we need to work on this in terms of job 
creation, building productive capacities, supporting capacity development and 



investing in education, health, vocational training, social enablers, targeted pro-
poor policies, and many many in fact all UN agencies funds and programmes 
have been working in this particular area. Poverty eradication continues to 
remain, and should continue to remain to be the highest priority as noted in the 
QCPR resolution and in fact the core guiding principle and the policies and 
programmes, etc. need to be targeted in that direction.  
 
Mr. President, I want to thank you very much for giving me this opportunity.  
 
Thank you.    
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