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Mr. President, thank you for giving me the floor and our compliments to you on 
your appointment as President of the Executive Board.  
 
Our felicitations also to Administrator Helen Clark for an extremely insightful 
statement. 
  
I would like to align myself with the statement delivered by the distinguished 
permanent representative of South Africa, on behalf of the G-77 & China. 
 
Mr. President, 
  
Representing a country that has one of the longest relationships with UNDP and 
which is the biggest contributor to its core budget among developing countries, 
we have an abiding interest in UNDP’s success and in your efforts to implement 
the mandate of the UNDP Strategic Plan. 
  
I would therefore, begin by reiterating the vision of the UNDP Strategic Plan, 
which gave a very explicit call: eradication of poverty and inclusive growth, as a 
singular guiding objective of UNDP's activities, as well as the critical benchmark 
of assessment of results, as you proceed forward in the implementation of 
the strategic plan. 
  
The QCPR Resolution, which forms the defining basis of the UN Development 
System's overall policy framework, provided an overarching mandate to  "assign 
THE highest priority to poverty eradication" and that "it should continue to be the 
core focus area for the United Nations development system and that ALL its 
development programmes and projects should attempt to address this greatest 
global challenge as their underlying objective" 
  
If we do really believe in this mandate of poverty eradication being the highest 
priority, then resources committed in programming activities towards addressing 
this greatest global challenge, must also be duly accorded the highest or 
proportionate quantum. 
  
Mr. President, my delegation welcomes the review of UNDP’s Evaluation Policy, 
which has been recently conducted, especially its findings and 
recommendations as contained in document DP/2015/5.  We firmly believe 
that Evaluation reports are a very useful and important means of course 
correction and, therefore, should be given their due importance. We would, 
therefore, like to flag the following issues for consideration before the new 
evaluation policy is drafted: 
  
Firstly, the very purpose of any evaluation exercise is defeated, if there is no 



compliance at all with any of its recommendations.  We must, therefore, ensure 
and put in place, under the new Evaluation policy being drafted, a mechanism 
whereby regular and time-bound compliance with the findings and 
recommendations of the evaluation reports are ensured on an auto-pilot basis.  
 
Exactly two years ago, at the first regular session of the UNDP in January 2013, 
we had pointed out two specific recommendations of UNDP’s evaluation on their 
contribution to poverty reduction.  We were then assured that these 
recommendations of the evaluation report would be followed up and there was 
also a Board decision to that effect.  However, two years later in 2015, we have 
yet to witness any substantial course correction on each of those two counts. 
  
Secondly, the review of UNDP’s evaluation policy clearly points out that the 
independence of the ‘supposedly’ independent Evaluation Office is subject to 
question.  The report clearly states and I quote “that the current evaluation policy 
is vaguely worded or silent on issues that posed serious challenges to the 
operational independence of the independent Evaluation Office”.  As also 
underscored by the G77 & China in its statement today, we would, therefore, 
request you to follow the recommended approach with regards to issue number 3 
outlined in DP/2015/5.  These measures would go a long way in strengthening 
the structural independence of the Office as well as meaningfully assist the 
Board in its engagement with the Evaluation Office. 
  
Thirdly, a point of procedure that needs to be considered is that the crafting of 
the new evaluation policy should first take into account views and submissions of 
Executive Board members rather than solely basing it itself on inputs of the 
management or the Evaluation Office.  We would, therefore, request that 
member States are consulted in the formulation of the new draft evaluation 
policy, which is currently under preparation. 
  
Mr. President, 
 
All three of these suggestions have been made by us in a constructive spirit and 
we hope that these would be given due consideration by the Executive Board. 
   
And finally Mr. President, let me submit that this Board Session, given its 
agenda, is an important and timely opportunity not just for stock taking but also to 
constructively contribute to the narrative of the post 2015 development agenda. 
Economic development, social inclusion of all stakeholders and environmental 
sustainability are all equally critical as components of sustainable development 
architecture. The task before us is to give practical shape and content to this 
architecture in a manner that allows each country to develop according to its own 
national priorities and circumstances. As long as we factor these and stay clear 
of artificially imposed conditionalities, our attempt in shaping the post 2015 
narrative would be in right earnest. 
  



For us, UNDP's strengths and capabilities are immense and enormous. If tapped 
to the fullest, you are undoubtedly the biggest force multiplier arm of the UN 
development system, which can indeed decimate poverty from the face of this 
planet. Please rest assured of our steadfast commitment to UNDP, in ensuring 
the success of UNDP’s Strategic Plan.  
 
I thank you Mr. President. 
 


