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Madam Chair 
 
We join other delegates in congratulating you and the members of the Bureau on 
election to this important committee. We extend full support to the work of the 
Committee under your able leadership and wish you all success. 
 
My delegation also associates itself with the statement made by the distinguished 
Ambassador of Thailand on behalf of the G77. 
 



Madam Chair, 
 
The 1995 Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action was a landmark 
achievement when the international community pledged to conquer poverty, achieve 
full employment and foster inclusive, just, social and stable societies.  
 
Two decades later, the world leaders have re-committed themselves to a people-centric 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development with eradication of poverty at its heart, for 
achieving equality and promoting peaceful and inclusive societies. 
 
We note that the Secretary General’s report has underlined that the social progress made 
in the past decades though unprecedented, remains uneven and social and economic 
inequalities have, in many cases, worsened. 
 
The islands of prosperity continue to race ahead with an increasing “digital divide”. 
Urgent thus is the mobilization of resources, capacity building and transfer of technology 
from the developed world to developing countries and the need for an international 
institutional framework as well as structural reforms in all the three dimensions of 
sustainable development: economic social and environmental. 
 
The full realization of human rights for all, including the right to development is crucial 
for economic and social empowerment in an inclusive society.  
 
Madam Chair, 
 
On the occasion of our 70th Independence Day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had said 
“Strong society is built on the foundation of social justice and therefore it is our responsibility 
that we give emphasis on social justice.”  
 
With the motto of “Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas” (together with all, development for all), 
India is moving beyond social development into social integration, employment 
generation and representative governance. The 17 SDGs mirror the development 
strategies of our government. 
 
The Government’s agenda is to ‘Transform India’ in this direction with poverty 
eradication as the top priority. Focus is on empowerment of vulnerable sections, rural 
areas and social and physical infrastructure creation. 
 
Social welfare schemes include the world’s largest cash-transfer programme Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, ensuring 100 days of work with 50% 
beneficiaries being women. 
 



240 million bank accounts have been opened under the Prime Minister’s Jan Dhan 
Yojana, the world’s largest financial inclusion scheme, bringing them into the economic 
mainstream.  
 
These schemes have been made more effective with the introduction of world’s largest 
Unique Identification System “AADHAR Card”, which ensures benefits to common man 
directly and reducing middle men and corruption.   
 
The implementation has been backed by strong e-governance plan and use of ICT 
services, and ensuring transparence through the Right to Information Act. 
 
The National Policy for Older Persons addresses the needs of senior citizens in order to improve 
quality of their lives. National legislations are in place to ensures equal opportunities and assured 
participation for persons with disabilities in social processes. 

 
Productive youth are essential for a social cohesion and stability. Prime Minister’s 
initiatives: “Make in India” and “Skill India” target economic growth and employment 
generation with youth as the main beneficiary.  
 
Entrepreneurship is high on government agenda. Schemes like Pradhan Mantri Mudra 
Yojana (PMMY) Micro-unit credit scheme-  envision that youth become job creators and 
not job seekers. The “Stand-Up India Scheme” is being successfully implemented to 
benefit vulnerable sections of the society, including women entrepreneurs.  
 
Having achieved universalization of primary education throughout the country, we are 
now focusing on the quality of education. 
 
Health interventions have led to increased life expectancy and substantial decline in 
infant mortality and maternal mortality rates. Also, the Swachha Bharat “clean India” 
campaign has freed over 70 thousand villages from open defecation. 
 
 
Under the ambitious Ujjwala scheme, LP Gas connections to ensure “clean fuel” have 
been provided to 40 million BPL people and the aim is to benefit 15 million household so 
far. 
 
Madam Chair, 
 
Poverty and peace are interlinked and their full realization is threatened by the scourge 
of terrorism and external threats. Nations must stand together to route-out this plague.  
 
 
 
 



Madam Chair, 
 
There might be different levels of development, but all peoples and nations are 
integrated. Equity and unity among nations and respect for diversity is the essential 
ingredient for social development and fulfilling the vision of sustainable development.  
 
Let me reaffirm our commitment to all necessary action at the national and international 
level to translate the transformative vision of 2030 Agenda and Copenhagen Declaration 
to actions. 
 
I thank you 
 


