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Mr. Chairman. 

At the outset, let me thank the Secretary General for all his reports under these 
agenda items and the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) for his statement.  

 

 

Mr. Chairman,  

The World Drug Report 2012 documents the continuing challenges that we face. It 
notes that while drug consumption has decreased in the developed world, it has 
increased in the developing world and there are new markets emerging.  

While the global illicit drug use is reportedly stable, what is alarming is the reported 
increase in the non-medical use of prescription drugs and the abuse of new 
psychoactive substances, not under international control.  

Annual quantum of global drug trafficking market over US$ 320 billion starkly 
illustrates the severity and depth of the problem. Clearly, the international 
community needs to reinvigorate its efforts in the campaign against drug trafficking.  

 



Mr. Chairman,  

India has always supported strong international cooperation to confront the 
challenges posed by illicit trafficking and abuse of narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances.  

We remain firmly committed to the ‘Political Declaration and Plan of Action on 
International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the 
World Drug Problem’ adopted at the 20th Session of UNGA in 1998.  

The Government of India announced a comprehensive updated National Policy on 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances earlier this year.  

India has actively supported the Paris Pact Initiative of the UNODC. We hosted the 
Expert Working Group on Precursors under the Paris Pact Initiative and the 35th 
Meeting of the Heads of Narcotics Law Enforcement Agencies of the Asia Pacific 
Region in 2011.  

Mr. Chairman,  

India is a licit opium producing country. We have traditionally recognized the 
therapeutic properties of opium. We also export Opiate Raw Material for medical 
purposes.  

We are committed to the ‘Principle of Balance’ espoused by the UN Drug Control 
Conventions. While steadfastly fighting drug trafficking, we must not lose sight of the 
need to ensure their adequate availability for medical and scientific purposes. 

Mr. Chairman,  

Drug trafficking is one of the most severe challenges that confronts humankind today. 
That money from drug trafficking finances other forms of criminal activity, including 
terrorism and transnational organized crime, is well documented. There is deep-
rooted nexus between drug mafias, arms dealers and money launderers.  

Mr. Chairman,  

Terrorism remains one of the most serious threats to international peace and security. 

Effectively combating this global scourge requires necessary political will of member 
states and greater international and regional cooperation.  

While combating terrorism, we need to adopt a holistic approach that ensures zero-
tolerance towards terrorism. We need to remove the moral and legal ambiguities that 
allow terrorists to gain succor and even legitimacy. 



We need concerted international efforts to dismantle the infrastructure of terrorism 
including its invidious network of epicenters, training facilities and financing.  

It is high time that the international community demonstrates the necessary political 
will to conclude the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism to 
strengthen the normative framework against the increasingly sophisticated and 
globalized terrorist challenge. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Trans-national organized crimes continue to adversely impact many parts of the world 
threatening the rule of law and hindering economic development. We are deeply 
concerned about the new emerging areas such as cyber-crime, economic fraud, 
education related fraud and identity thefts, and their links with other criminal and 
terrorist activities.  

We re-affirm the mandate entrusted to the Inter-governmental expert group to 
conduct a comprehensive study of cyber-crime and how to respond to this threat.  

It is necessary to have greater coordination among law enforcement and criminal 
justice institutions at the international level. We also need to place greater emphasis 
on capacity building and technical assistance, especially in dealing with new and 
emerging forms of crime.  

We strongly advocate the centrality of crime prevention and the criminal justice 
system to the rule of law and support the UN efforts in this regard. 

Mr. Chairman,  

India has ratified the UN Transnational Organised Crime (UNTOC) and the UN 
Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC).  

India has enacted strong domestic legislation and entered into bilateral agreements to 
prevent money laundering, and counter terrorism and organized crime. India is also a 
member of the Financial Action Task Force. 

We welcome this year’s theme chosen by the Commission on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice (CCPCJ) – “violence against migrants, migrant workers and their 
families”. This topic is of critical relevance. The international community must 
formulate balanced policies for both the countries of origin and the destination 
countries to address the issue.  

Mr. Chairman,  

We are gravely concerned by the menace of piracy and armed robbery at sea. Apart 
from major economic and commercial consequences of this scourge, it has serious 



humanitarian implications for the large number of seafarers held hostage by the 
pirates.  

There is need for concerted international action, under the UN auspices, with special 
attention being paid to address the welfare of seafarers and their families.  

Mr. Chairman, 

In conclusion, I would reiterate our strong support and commitment to the work of 
the UN system towards a world free of illicit drugs, money laundering, trafficking in 
persons, illegal arms transaction, transnational organized crime and terrorism.  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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