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Mr. President, 
Thank you very much. Let me begin Mr. President by felicitating you on your 
election and please allow me also to compliment all of us in this Assembly here 
for our sagacity for having chosen someone with the experience that you bring 
to the table and I am very glad that you will be guiding our deliberations at this 
session and thereafter. Thank you very much.  
 
Mr. President,  
 
My felicitations also to the other members of the Bureau. I am very delighted 
to see the Director of the South-South Unit here too. We have excellent 
partnership with him and his team and we are grateful for all the cooperation 
that we have received.  
 
Mr. President,  
 
Let me start by saying that we align ourselves with the statement delivered by 
the distinguished Permanent Representative of Algeria on behalf of the Group 
of 77.  
 
India welcomes the progress made so far on the implementation of the new 
directions strategy and the Nairobi outcome document. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
India has a unique experience in nation-building given our large, diverse and 
complex reality. Our approach to South-South Cooperation has been therefore 
to share this experience and knowledge in a spirit of solidarity with countries 
from the South treading similar paths of socio-economic development. South-
South Cooperation has therefore been integral to India’s foreign policy and 
diplomacy from the very beginning.   
 
As early as 1964, India recognized that capacity building is a key development 
need, and established the Indian Technical and Economic Co-operation (ITEC) 
Programme as an important means of channelizing India’s technical assistance 
to fellow developing countries. This flagship programme covers 158 developing 
partner countries with over 5000 participants being offered training in  200 
courses spread across 42 leading institutions each year in a wide range of areas 
from hi-tech like IT, S&T, pharmaceuticals to agriculture, rural development, 
SMEs, etc.  The ITEC programme is demand-driven and response-oriented. 
 



Apart from countries in our neighborhood, we have a rich agenda of technical 
cooperation with Africa, a continent with which we have age-old ties, that 
currently spans several initiatives including the establishment of  an India-
Africa Virtual University, with 10,000 new scholarships to be available for 
African students. We also initiated the path-breaking Pan African E-network 
project and the TEAM-9 initiative focused on West Africa that seeks to bridge 
the ‘digital divide’ between Africa and the rest of the world. 

During the India-Africa Forum Summit held in May 2011 in Ethiopia,  we 
announced additional 5 billion US dollars for the next three years under lines of 
credit to help Africa achieve its development goals and an additional 700 
million US dollars to establish new institutions and training programmes in 
consultation with the African Union and its institutions. We have committed for 
the next three years more than 22,000 scholarships to students from Africa to 
invite them to study in India.  

I am pleased to share that India today has a vibrant and large-scale programme 
of cooperation with ALL 48 Least Developed Countries across Africa, in our 
neighborhood in Asia and across the GRULAC region. It spans the entire 
spectrum of human activity such as agriculture development, information 
technology, irrigation, aquaculture, disaster management, remote sensing, 
telemedicine, textile engineering, accounting and finance, clean technologies, 
rural development, and SMEs.     
 
Another key facet of our joint initiative with countries of the South, has been 
along with Brazil and South Africa, our IBSA initiative and we are extremely 
pleased that our partners in this are the South South Unit.  
 
Mr. President, 
Let me also flag a few issues which are of importance to our delegation and are 
being considered before the Seventeenth Session of the  High Level Committee: 
 
First, our cooperation with fellow developing countries is premised on the 
principles of voluntary partnership and are based on national ownership and in 
line with national priorities of our partners. This is in contrast to ODA, with its 
attached conditionalities. South-South cooperation is a partnership in solidarity 
between developing countries involving sharing of experiences, expertise, 
knowledge and provision of assistance based on capacity to partner. Its 
paradigm, therefore, is distinct from that of North-South development 
cooperation. Moreover there should be a clear understanding that South-South 
cooperation can supplement North-South Cooperation but cannot substitute or 
dilute the obligation and quantum of North-South aid flows. 

 
Second, formulations on frameworks for operational guidelines for defining 
South South cooperation, must confirm to and flow from the Nairobi Outcome 
Document, without references to non UN processes. More importantly, the 



distinction that these are guidelines for UN agencies and not member states 
must be made clear right from the outset.   

 
Third, South-South Cooperation requires that developing countries have the 
policy space for their own development.  Given the vast difference in 
development levels between countries of the North and those from the South, 
it is important that South-South Cooperation is not straight-jacketed in terms 
of rigid rules and regulations or policy prescriptions, including those in the 
name of aid effectiveness. Flexibility and adaptability is the key to the success 
of South-South Cooperation. These must not be compromised.  
 
Fourth, we welcome efforts to upgrade and strengthen the Special Unit on 
South-South Cooperation. With the fast paced changes on the South-South 
cooperation landscape, the United Nations needs to catch up to this new 
reality by clearly recognising its paradigms and not seek to fit them into the 
traditional North South aid paradigm. The UN through its network of 
developmental agencies has a universal presence in developing countries which 
can be leveraged for enhanced South-South cooperation among developing 
countries.  
 
Mr. President,  
 
The world has changed and the UN needs to reflect contemporary realities. The 
rise in cooperation among developing countries is not a transient phenomenon. 
It is here to stay and its paradigms need to be accepted and acted upon.  

 
 

Thank You. 
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