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STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR MANJEEV SINGH PURI, DEPUTY PERMANENT 
REPRESENATIVE, ON AGENDA ITEM 114 – FOLLOW-UP TO THE COMMEMORATON OF 

THE TWO HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ABOLITION OF THE TRANSLATIC SLAVE 
TRADE AT THE 67TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON 

DECEMBER 17, 2012 
 
 
Mr. President, 

I would like to welcome the Secretary General’s report on the program of educational 
outreach on the transatlantic slave trade and slavery and for his status report on the 
UN Trust Fund for Partnerships for the Permanent Memorial to and remembrance of 
the victims of slavery and the transatlantic slave trade. I would also like to pay rich 
tribute to Ambassador Raymond Wolfe of Jamaica for his tireless efforts on the 
Permanent Memorial.  

Mr. President, 

The transatlantic slave trade ravaged the African and the Caribbean nations to satisfy 
the rapacious economic greed and exploitation of the colonizers. The effects of its 
violence and human suffering are still visible today.  

It is, therefore, imperative that we commemorate the great struggles and battles that 
have been fought to get rid of this scourge, and pay homage to the victims of slavery 
and slave trade. The permanent memorial will be a small commemoration for the 
millions of victims who suffered silently with no hope of freedom before they 
disappeared into the night.   

This memorial will not only serve as a hallmark for us to pay our respect but will also 
be a reminder for the international community about the grief and tragedy borne by 
the victims of slavery and the transatlantic slave trade.  

We have noted that the first phase of the international design competition for the 
permanent memorial has been completed. UNESCO has shortlisted designs from a 
number of proposals received globally. The Permanent Memorial Committee is taking 
the next steps. 
  
The “United Nations Trust Fund for Partnerships – Permanent Memorial” established 
to receive contributions to erect the Permanent Memorial has so far only received 
close to US $ 1.3 million as against the anticipated expenditure of US $ 4.5 million for 
the construction of the Memorial.  
 
India, with a contribution of US $ 260,000/-, is the lead contributor to the Trust Fund. 
The international community, in particular those who benefited from the 
transatlantic slave trade, must come forward and contribute generously to this noble 
cause. The international community cannot let the idea of this memorial just remain 
on its design board. 
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Mr. President, 
  

We also recognize the importance of education of current and future generations 
about the history, causes and impact of slavery and the transatlantic slave trade.  We 
support the initiatives undertaken by the United Nations in spreading awareness about 
this important issue. 

India welcomes the various remembrance activities and programmes undertaken by 
the Department of Public Information, including the commemorative activities at the 
UN in March 2012. We support the efforts of the Department of Public Information to 
utilize its network of global information centres to build awareness on this issue.  
 

We also welcome the initiatives undertaken by States in reaffirming their 
commitment to implement paragraphs 101 and 102 of the Durban Declaration aimed 
at countering the legacy of slavery and honoring the memory of the victims of slavery 
and the slave trade. 

Mr. President, 

Let me conclude by quoting George Mason, one of the founding fathers of the United 
States, who said, “the augmentation of slaves weakens the states; and such a trade is 
diabolical in itself and disgraceful to mankind”.  
 
We have a chance to pay tribute to the victims who suffered this disgrace by 
openheartedly contributing to the Trust Fund.  
 
This is, Mr President, the least we can do.  
 
Thank you. 
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