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Mr. President,  
 
My felicitations to the Administrator Madam Helen Clark for her extremely 
informative statement and insightful annual report and for providing us key 
perspectives on the agenda for organizational change.  
 
Let me also take this opportunity to complement the team of UNDP for using 
the ‘new outcome and output indicator’ concept for the Annual Report for the 
first time.  We are happy to note the ‘multiple win’ approach to development 
that UNDP has worked out as an intersection of the global and national 
development agenda. Given my own country’s development imperatives, we 
are also pleased to learn that of the nine focused outcomes, while addressing 
poverty issues, ‘inclusive growth and social equity promoted through pro 
poor fiscal policies’ have been successful. 
 
Mr. President, while all these significant strides made by UNDP in 2011 are 
welcome, we must acknowledge that we are meeting at a time of serious 
economic crisis and political ferment in the world. The Rio+20 Summit on 
Sustainable Development has just a few days ago given us   "the future we 
want" and suggested us the means and roadmap to realize it. And let me quote 
my Prime Minister when he reiterated the need for inclusiveness and 
cooperation at Rio: “Difficult though it may seem, we have to summon the 
imagination to balance the costs that we will incur in the present with the 
benefits that will accrue to future generations”. 
 
As you plan the roadmap for the next strategic plan, we would urge the need 
for UNDP to consider the following: 
 
First, for UNDP to be successful globally it needs to be firmly rooted in the ‘D’ 
of UNDP, which is development. Poverty eradication still remains the over-
riding priority for developing countries. Those living at the subsistence level 
cannot bear the costs of adjustment and their livelihood considerations are 
important in determining how scarce natural resources such as land, water and 
forests are used. For developing countries, inclusive growth and a rapid 
increase in per capita income levels are development imperatives. It is 
therefore our considered conviction that poverty eradication should at be 
the heart of UNDP projects as its primary objective. 
 
Second, strengthening institutional capacity building in developing countries 
has to be a core focus area of UNDP. We believe that only a strategy that seeks 
to direct the thrust of the international development effort towards the 
neediest countries, that are the most vulnerable will provide the greatest 



dividends for the global development agenda. It is a strategic choice and 
investment that should be made and sustained by all stakeholders.  
 
Many countries could do more if additional finance and technology were 
available. Unfortunately, there is little evidence of support from the 
industrialised countries in these areas. My delegation believes that by virtue of 
its unique position as the largest development arm of the UN system, UNDP can 
become a ‘force multiplier’ by fostering national and local capacities, 
strengthening networks for sharing of knowledge and best practices, promoting 
national ownership, and by building institutional capacities in developing 
countries. 
 
Third, South South cooperation is an important development pivot in sharing 
information and increasing collaboration in best practices amongst developing 
countries. Even though ‘South South Cooperation’ continues to be the 
buzzword in the narrative of the developmental discourse for developing 
countries, much more remains to be done to give it the ‘muscle’ it needs from 
the UN system. We note with concern the limited references to recognition of 
these initiatives for promoting South South cooperation in the Annual Report of 
the Administrator and hope that in the future, such reports would attempt to 
correct this omission and elaborate on South South initiatives.   
 
India’s cooperation with developing countries under the ITEC programme has 
been an important facet of our multidimensional approach to South South 
cooperation. Another such model of our cooperation with the UNDP has been 
the IBSA Trust Fund, managed by the Special Unit for South-South Cooperation 
in the UNDP, within which, we have already concluded several key 
developmental projects including rural electrification through solar energy 
systems in Guinea Bissau, improving the health infrastructure services for 
Children in Cambodia, rehabilitation of health centers in Cape Verde, beside 
several others in Palestine, Burundi and Lao PDR.  As Chair of the IBSA Trust 
Fund this year, we are committed to exploring ways to further strengthen this 
engagement with the UNDP through innovative partnership mechanisms that 
facilitate development solutions for other developing countries, particularly 
the LDCs, and other interested developing countries. However, we encourage 
the UNDP to continue to harness the full potential of South-South Cooperation 
and would urge you,  Madam Administrator, to explore ways and means to 
further strengthen the Special Unit for South South cooperation. 
 
Fourth, the paradigm construct of South-South cooperation requires that 
developing countries have the policy space for their own development.  It is 
distinct from that of North-South development cooperation, with the clear 
understanding that South-South cooperation can supplement North-South 
Cooperation but cannot substitute or dilute the obligation and quantum of 
North-South cooperation. Given the vast difference in development levels 
between countries of the North and those from the South, it is important that 



development projects under South-South Cooperation are not strait-jacketed in 
terms of rigid rules and regulations or policy prescriptions. Flexibility and 
adaptability is the key to the success of South-South Cooperation. These must 
not be compromised. 
 
Fifth, as we work out the roadmap for the next strategic plan, it is indeed 
pertinent to frame the discussion in the context of the ongoing Quadrennial 
Comprehensive Policy Review (QCPR), so that we are able to forge synergies 
within the overall policy framework of the UN System.  However,   some basic 
paradigm differences do remain in the contours of the development approach, 
which must be premised on the principle of " No one size fits all". 
 
Sixth,  the ongoing review of programming arrangements being carried out by 
UNDP, must flow from the principle that its largest recipients and 
beneficiaries, where development needs are critically needed and where the 
teeming millions of poverty struck still reside, i.e. the LDCs and the LICs,  
should be least impacted. If we all affirm this principle, then we would indeed 
be able to work out a constructive consensus and give meaningful direction to 
the programming arrangements for the period 2013-2017. 
 
And finally, economic development, social inclusion of all stakeholders within a 
state and environmental sustainability are all equally critical as components of 
sustainable development.  The task before us is to give practical shape and 
content to this architecture in a manner that allows each country to develop 
according to its own national priorities and circumstances.   
 
To conclude, Madam Administrator, we look forward to the success of the India 
UNDP partnership that was initiated during your visit to India early this year. 
Let me once again reassure you of India’s strong support and steadfast 
commitment to UNDP.   
 
Thank you. 
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