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Mr. President, 

This year, 2016, is significant as it marks both the first year of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda 
and the decadal anniversary of the adoption of Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities.   

The explicit inclusion of persons with disabilities in the global vision of the people-centric, universal 
and transformative 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development filling the void left behind by the MDGs 
(Millennium Development Goals) is a significant achievement for the international community. 



Disability is recognized as a consequence and cause of poverty. Eradication of poverty, the 
overarching objective of the Agenda 2030, will remain a distant dream without fully realizing their 
potential and contribution in the vision of sustainable development.  

The imperative is thus to dismantle existing and emerging challenges and barriers and empower 
persons with disabilities and ensure for them “a life of dignity and meaning”.  To make this possible, 
political resolve and resource commitments are essential. 

Mr. President, 
 
An estimated 1 billion people of the world’s population are disabled and 80% of them live in the 
developing world. It is estimated that 27 million persons with disabilities live in India constituting 
about 2 per cent of its population.   

India was one of the first signatories of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The 
Constitution of India guarantees equality, freedom, justice and dignity of all individuals including 
persons with disabilities. Article 41 of the Constitution of India mandates the State to make effective 
provision for securing the right to work, to education and to public assistance in cases of disablement 
within the limits of its economic capacity and development.   

The Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full Participation) Act, 
1995 ensures equal opportunities and assured participation in the social processes for PwDs.  We are in 
the process of harmonizing the main legislation of PwD Act, 1995 with the provisions of UNCRPD, and 
a new Bill namely the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Bill which is under consideration in our 
Parliament.   
 
The proposed law will increase the rights and entitlements for persons with disabilities, protect them 
from discrimination, facilitate mainstreaming, access to care and treatment and also strengthen 
enforcement mechanisms. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
Seven National Institutes (NIs) specializing in different types of disabilities and ten Composite 
Regional Centers (CRCs) to promote research and conduct training to facilitate delivery of services to 
persons with disabilities have been established.  
 
The existing extensive infrastructure is being further strengthened by new National Centers of 
Excellence in the pipeline, including for standardisation of sign language, a university for higher 
education for persons with disabilities, setting up of Spinal Injury Centres and Braille Presses, 
Disability Sports centre. 
 
Research and development on various aspects of disability to improve quality of life of persons with 
disabilities and also for prevention of disability is also being undertaken.   
 



Mr. President, 
 
Empowerment of persons with disabilities is an inter-disciplinary process, covering various aspects 
namely, prevention, early detection, intervention, education, vocational training, rehabilitation, 
accessibility and social integration.  
 
The Government has launched National Action Plan for Skill development of 2.5 million persons with 
disabilities by the year 2022 through various stakeholders through various schemes and financial 
assistance to improve accessibility, rehabilitation, education, vocational training and self-
employment.  
 
Raising awareness among public to promote legal rights of persons with disabilities and also to 
generate affirmative public perception towards them is a priority.  
 
The Government of India has launched “Accessible India Campaign”, a flagship programme to create 
“barrier free environment” for Persons with Disabilities, in December 2015 with the objective of 
targets creation of Physical & Virtual (IT) infrastructure truly accessible and inclusive for the persons 
with disabilities.  
 
Harmonised guidelines and space standards for barrier free environment for persons with disabilities 
and elderly persons are also being diligently followed in government sector.   

 
Model Building Byelaws have also been revised in March 2016 which contains separate provision for 
Differently – Abled, Elderly and Children which are applicable  to all buildings  and facilities used by 
public.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
Data and statistics on persons with disabilities is key to their inclusion in the implementation of the 
Agenda 2030.  Government  is in the process of implementing a project viz. "Unique ID for Persons 
with Disabilities" with a view to create a national data base for persons with disabilities, and issue 
Unique ID card to each Persons with disability.This would also enable the Government to have 
genuine and real time data on disability covering various aspects such as level of education, income 
/employment status etc. The Government has also decided to establish the first Central University for 
Disability Studies & Research at Kerala, India. Guidelines for Autism Certification have also been 
issued for the first time by the Central Government all over the country. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
The private sector and civil society are valued partners in the endeavor to empower persons with 

disabilities and to build a more inclusive society that is more sensitive to their needs, as envisioned in 

the Agenda 2030 and the SDGS. 



India remains committed to building an enabling environment so that all persons with disabilities are 

able to enjoy their rights equally with others and realize their full potential. 

I would like to add that India's initial Country Report with reference to the obligations under UNCRPD 

has since been submitted to the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 

November 2015. 

I Thank You. 

 


