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71st Session of the United Nations General Assembly 

Mr. President, 

India attaches great importance to the work of the Economic and Social Council. 
We commend the outgoing President and the Bureau for their stewardship of its activities. 

We would like to extend our congratulations to the Permanent Representative of Republic of 
Zimbabwe on his assumption of the current Presidency of ECOSOC and would like to assure  
our steadfast support to him and the new Bureau in their work. 

We are grateful for the Report of the Economic and Social Council for the year 2016  which 
usefully enumerates the activities of the Council.  

We would like to congratulate ECOSOC for organizing the High-Level Political Forum on 
sustainable development convened under its auspices, the first since the adoption of the 2030 
Agenda and the SDGs. The forum offered a place for policymakers from around the world to 
exchange ideas on how to accelerate the implementation of the far-reaching agenda 2030 in a 
consistent and effective manner. It included voluntary national reviews by 22 countries, and 
thematic reviews of progress on the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Mr. President, 

Fully committed to ensuring a life of dignity to all it's people, India intends to present its 
Voluntary National Review (VNR) this session, next year, with an aim to share experiences, 
including successes, challenges and lessons learnt to accelerate the implementation of the 
Agenda 2030. We have integrated the SDGs framework into our national development 



2 

strategies. We have decided to dedicate one day in each session of our Parliament for 
discussions only on the progress made on SDGs. India's success in sustaining robust economic 
growth to eradicate poverty will contribute in no small measure to the global achievement of 
the SDGs.  The process of doing so will bring forth technologies and pathways to progress that 
can be shared with other developing countries to enable them to also achieve sustainable 
development. 

Mr. President, 

As we move forward, the realization of the commitment of the developed countries towards 
resource mobilization  capacities and technical assistance to the developing countries would be 
critical. In this regard, the Technology Facilitation Mechanism will be instrumental in our view. 

In this regard, an important achievement of ECOSOC was the discussion organized in the first 
annual Multi-stakeholder Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation for the Sustainable 
Development Goals congregating all relevant stakeholders actively contributing in their areas of 
expertise.  We are sure that in this session again the forum would further build upon the 
strengths that it has been able to gain. 

Mr. President, 

We commend the efforts of the ECOSOC for organizing the inaugural forum on Financing for 
Development follow-up which provided a solid platform for substantive deliberations with the 
representatives of intergovernmental bodies and senior management of the Bretton Woods 
institutions, WTO and UNCTAD. This affirmed strong commitment to the full and timely 
implementation of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, recognizing that it provides a global 
framework for financing for sustainable development. The forum supports and complements 
sustainable development and helps to contextualize its means of implementation targets with 
concrete policies and actions. 

Mr. President, 

In a meeting organized by ECOSOC, the experts analyzed the effects of El Niño phenomenon, 
which has affected over 60 million people. They recommended for implementing the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change in a 
coherent and integrated manner. 

Mr. President, 

To facilitate early entry into force of the Paris Agreement under the UN Convention, which is 
going to happen on November 4, 2016, India deposited its Instrument of Ratification early this 
month. As a part of our Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs), we have begun 
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to move forward on the road to climate action. India will reduce its emissions intensity by 35%, 
build 40% capacity of power generation from Non Fossil fuels, create additional carbon sink of 
2.5 billion tonnes through various policies of afforestation. 
 
India remains committed to fully embracing the Sendai Framework. About a month from now 
on November 3 and till the 5th November, 2016, India in collaboration with the United Nations 
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), would host the biennial Asian Ministerial 
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction Titled ‘Risk Sensitive Development for Community 
Resilience’ in New Delhi. 
  
Mr. President, 
 
We are happy to note that the theme for the next HLPF will be "Eradicating poverty and 
promoting prosperity in a changing world". It is our expectation that the ECOSOC will address 
sustainable development challenges from the prism of poverty eradication as our central and 
overarching objective.  
  
ECOSOC dialogues have been able to set the tone for the forthcoming QCPR. We expect that 
QCPR should provide long-term strategic guidance vis-à-vis the 2030 Agenda for the UNDS for 
the years ahead. Member States should be able to count on a coherent, effective and efficient 
UN system, based on solid intergovernmental guidance, and supported with predictable and 
adequate volume of flexible resources. 
  
In conclusion Mr. President, allow me to reiterate India's commitment to the work of the 
ECOSOC and its active and constructive engagement in its work in the coming months. 
 
I thank you Mr. President. 


