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Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent Representative, on 
Agenda Item 36 - ‘Question of Palestine” at the United Nations General Assembly 

on November 25, 2013 
 

 
 
Thank you, Mr. President,  
 

At the outset, I would like to express our appreciation to you for convening 
this important discussion on the Question of Palestine at the General Assembly.  

 
Mr. President,  
 
 We are marking the International day of solidarity with the Palestinian 
People. Let me begin by quoting from my Prime Minister H.E. Dr. Manmohan 
Singh’s message to the friendly people of Palestine on this occasion:  
 

“On the occasion of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian 
People, I reaffirm India's strong and steadfast support for the Palestinian cause. 
We welcome the recent efforts of Palestine and Israel mediated by the US, for 
resumption of direct peace talks and remain hopeful that the negotiations would 
lead to a comprehensive peace process for final resolution of the conflict within 
an agreed time line. India supports a negotiated resolution, resulting in a 
sovereign, independent, viable and united State of Palestine with East Jerusalem 
as its capital, living within secure and recognized borders, side by side and at 
peace with Israel, as endorsed in the Arab Peace Initiative, the Quartet road map 
and relevant United Nations Security Council Resolutions. 

 
 I also take this opportunity to extend heartiest congratulations to the 
people of Palestine and their leadership on obtaining ‘Non-Member Observer 
State” status in the UN General Assembly last year. India has always played a 
proactive role in supporting Palestinian cause in the multilateral fora. We 
cosponsored the resolution enhancing Palestine’s status in the UN General 
Assembly and will continue to support Palestine’s bid for full and equal 
membership of the United Nations. 
 
 India has also supported the nation-building efforts of Palestine through 
technical and economic assistance, including budgetary support. We are 
supporting construction of schools and setting up an IT centre and Vocational 
Training Centre in Palestine. Additionally India contributes $1 million annually 
to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for Palestinian 
refugees.  We are also implementing developmental projects in Palestine jointly 
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with Brazil and South Africa as partners in IBSA. India will continue to support 
these efforts. 
 
 On this important occasion, on behalf of the people of India, I convey our 
best wishes and greetings to the friendly people of Palestine.”  
 

End of Quote. 
 

Mr. President, 
 
 It has been almost a year since this assembly voted on the up gradation of 
Palestine’s status in the United Nations to a non-member observer state along 
with other resolutions which are voted every year. While the upgradation was an 
important milestone, the aspirations of the Palestinian people and leadership for 
the full membership to the United Nations still remains to be achieved.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
  The Resolution of the Palestinian question is a prerequisite for building a 
sustainable and lasting peace in the Middle East region. Given the fragile and 
unpredictable situation in the Middle East with the ongoing conflict in Syria, 
there should be no more delay in addressing the Israeli-Palestinian issue. 
 
 The situation in the occupied Palestinian territories has been deteriorating 
due to settlement activities in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. These activities 
are creating new realities on the ground threatening the very premise of a two-
state solution. The blockade of Gaza has also had serious consequences for the 
lives of Palestinians. It has adversely affected essential services, economic 
activities and infrastructure development. The Palestinian Authority is also facing 
a severe financial crisis that could erode the significant progress made by the 
Palestinian Authority in building state institutions. All these issues have to be 
issued in a timely manner for just and durable peace in the region. 
 
  While there has been improvement in restrictions on the West Bank, and 
movement of humanitarian supplies and construction material into Gaza, we 
continue to hold that it is necessary for Israel to lift the blockade on Gaza and 
allow normal and unrestricted movement of persons and goods within Palestine. 
We also join others in urging Israel to stop settlement activities. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
 India has a long history of solidarity with the Palestinian people. As 
demonstrated over the past six decades, including during its memberships in the 
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UN Security Council, India also stands ready to support all measures that the 
Palestinian leadership may take towards political resolution of the Final Status 
issues.   
 
  In conclusion, Mr. President, I would like to reiterate India's continued 
support for the Palestinian cause.   
 
 
I thank you.  
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