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Mr. Co-Chairs,   

Thank you for convening the First meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the 
Revitalization of the General Assembly .  At the outset, I would like to align myself with 
the statement made by Algeria on behalf of Non-Aligned Movement.   

I would like to congratulate both of you Ambassadors, Ambassador Wilfred I. Emvula, 
the Permanent Representative of Namibia, and Ambassador Vladimir Drobnjak, 
Permanent Representative of Croatia, upon your appointment as Co-Chairs of the Ad 
Hoc Working Group for this session.   

I would like to express our appreciation for the good work done by the co-Chairs of the 
Ad Hoc Working Group for last year, Ambassador Norachit Sinhaseni, the Permanent 
Representative of Thailand, and Ambassador Frantisek Ruzicka, the Permanent 
Representative of Slovakia. 

I would also like to express our sincere appreciation to the President of the General 
Assembly H.E. Mr. Sam Kutesa for his keen interest and sincere efforts to further UN 
reform including strengthening the role and authority of the General Assembly and for 
his views which he shared with us today.  

Mr. Co-Chairs,  

The need for revitalization of the General Assembly has long been recognized by this 
Assembly. However, after more than two decades of discussions, there are few changes 
in its working methods and limited outcome in empowering the general Assembly and 
restoring the role and authority of the General Assembly.  

I assure you of my delegation’s constructive participation in the deliberations of the Ad 
Hoc Working Group. I would like to place on record our considered views on some of 
the more important aspects of the issue which concern General Assembly Revitalization. 

We have consistently held the view that the General Assembly can be revitalized only 
when its position as the chief deliberative, policy-making and representative organ of 
the United Nations is respected both in letter and spirit. The Assembly should take the 
lead in setting the global agenda and restoring the centrality of the United Nations in 
formulating multilateral approaches to resolving transnational issues. In particular, 
revitalization must restore the primacy of the UN in development matters.  

 

It is imperative that the GA transforms itself from being a customary meeting place to a 
place where transnational issues that impact each and every one of us are addressed 
swiftly and truly global solutions are prescribed. 



Mr Co-Chairs, 

 It is important for us to establish a relationship of respect for respective mandates 
between the General Assembly and the Security Council in the spirit of the Charter. The 
Council should not encroach upon the mandate of the Assembly through extremely wide 
and permissive interpretations of what constitutes a threat to international peace and 
security.  

Mr Co-Chairs, 

A crucial issue of special importance for all of us will be the selection of the new 
Secretary-General.  We would like to reiterate that the General Assembly, being the 
voice of the international community, must be given a greater say in the selection of the 
UN Secretary-General. The continued circumscribing of the Assembly's role and 
responsibilities in the process of selection and appointment of the Secretary General 
needs to change. Efforts to put in place a more inclusive and transparent procedure for 
the appointment of the Secretary-General, consistent with Article 97 of the Charter, 
need to be undertaken without further delay. 

The provision in Resolution 11(1) of 1946 that it is desirable that the Security Council 
recommend one candidate was in the context of a different world order that existed at 
that time in which it was desirable that the two cold-war adversaries agree on a common 
candidate before putting forward his name. The situation today is entirely different and 
this provision needs to be changed. The Security council should recommend more than 
one candidate to the Assembly for appointment of the new Secretary-General.  

This working group should, therefore, consider revisiting Resolution 11(1) as a key 
priority in its work. It should also consider formulating guidelines and criteria for the 
selection of the candidatures. 

Mr. Co Chairs,  

In conclusion, let me re-emphasize the need to discuss substantive measures that would 
strengthen the role of General Assembly as the chief deliberative, policy-making and 
representative body of the international community. 

Thank you. 

 


