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 Mr. Chairman,  

  Allow me, on behalf of the Indian delegation to join all those who have spoken before 
me in congratulating you on your well-deserved election as Chairman of the Sixth 
Committee.  We are confident that with your vast legal and diplomatic skills and experience, 
you will be able to steer the work of this Committee to a fruitful outcome to which end my 
delegation will fully cooperate with you.  We also congratulate the other members of the 
Bureau on their election.  

   We thank Mr. Jeffrey Chan, the Chairman of the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) for his lucid presentation of the Report of the 
Commission on the work of  its thirty third session at which the Commission made 
significant progress in its consideration of the various items under consideration.   

   We welcome the adoption at this session, of the “UNCITRAL Legislative Guide on 
Privately Financed Infrastructure Projects”.   The guide will be a useful instrument for 
domestic legislators and policy makers to establish appropriate legislation to attract 
investments where private parties construct and operate  public infrastructure facilities 
under a public licensing system.  The Commission also considered the question of preparing 
a model law or model legislative provisions in this field.  In view of the diversity of national 
legal traditions and administrative practices and the highly complex legal issues including 
matters of public policy which such projects may involve, it would be desirable to allow the 
legislative Guide to be first tested in practice before taking any decision in this direction.  

We are also happy to note the good progress made  towards finalising a draft 
convention on assignment in receivables financing.  The Commission has adopted 17 articles 
of the Draft Convention at this session and we hope that it would be able to finalise the text 
of the Convention at the next session.  This will facilitate financing based on receivables and 
allow access by commercial entities to credit  at lower rates.  

   UNCITRAL’s work in the field of electronic commerce is of particular significance in 
view of  the growing reliance on electronic means of communication  and storage and 
transmission of  data and  information.  To contribute effectively to the development of 
harmonious economic relations, the rules formulated must be acceptable to States with 
different  legal, social and economic systems.  India has recently adopted  legislation, namely 
the Information Technology Act (Act 21 of 2000), which is based on the UNCITRAL Model 
Law on Electronic Commerce, adopted by General Assembly resolution 51/162, with a view 
to encouraging alternatives to paper based methods of communication and storage of 
information. Rules regarding appointment of the various regulatory bodies as well as the 
qualifications for certifying authorities, who would be licensed to issue digital signature 
certificates to ensure the security of electronic transactions, are presently being framed and 



once finalised, will, together with the Act,  provide a complete set of legal rules to enable and 
support electronic commerce.     

   After the Commission completes its ongoing work on the draft uniform rules on 
electronic signatures, the topics of electronic contracting from the perspective of the United 
Nations Sale of Goods Convention, Dispute Settlement  and dematerialisation of documents 
of title  would be suitable areas for development of uniform rules or model laws.    

  Mr. Chairman,  

   On the topic of insolvency law, we note that the Working Group has been given a 
mandate, inter alia, to prepare a legislative guide.   In carrying out its mandate the Working 
Group should take a flexible approach that would leave options and policy choices open to 
States as a single model law on insolvency is neither feasible nor essential.  A legislative 
guide similar to that adopted by the Commission for privately financed infrastructure 
projects would be useful and could contain model legislative provisions, where appropriate.  
The Working Group should also take into account the work underway or already completed 
by other organisations including the IMF, World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, INSOL 
International and the International Bar Association.  

   The collection and dissemination of case law on UNCITRAL texts (CLOUT) is of 
immense value in providing information regarding interpretation and application of 
UNCITRAL texts in various countries.  It is also an important means of promoting their 
uniform interpretation and application by enabling interested persons, such as judges and 
arbitrators, to take into account decisions and awards rendered in other countries.  

   We also consider the efforts of the UNCITRAL Secretariat in  organizing seminars and 
briefing missions as particularly  important for promoting awareness of  the work done by 
UNCITRAL in the field of development and harmonisation of  international trade law as well 
as encouraging  wider acceptance of the conventions and model laws adopted by it.    

We welcome UNCITRAL’s cooperation with other bodies working in related fields to 
avoid overlap and duplication of effort and in particular, its cooperation with the Comite 
Maritime International (CMI)  to identify suitable areas in the field of maritime  law  for 
harmonisation.  In this regard, harmonisation in the area of carriage of goods by sea and 
multimodal transport of goods would be particularly useful.  

   Before concluding my remarks, I would also like to express our appreciation for the 
valuable contribution to UNCITRAL’s work made by Mr. Gerold Hermann who has served as a 
member of the Secretariat since 1975 and as Secretary of the Commission since 1991, and is 
due to retire in January 2001.  

 


