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Mr. President, thank you for giving me the floor. My felicitations to 
Administrator Helen Clark for her an extremely insightful statement and well 
crafted Annual Report on the previous Strategic Plan. We would also like to 
place on record our appreciation to the outgoing ASG of the Asia Pacific 
Bureau, my dear friend and colleague, Mr. Ajay Chhibber, for having so ably 
spearheaded the excellent work that UNDP has being doing in India and the 
South Asian region.  
 
Mr. President, before I begin, allow me to align myself with the statement 
delivered by the distinguished representative of Fiji, on behalf of the G-77. It is 
perhaps for the first time that the entire group of developing countries have 
transcended the regional groupings format in an Executive Board context, and 
come together to advise UNDP to stay focussed on its overriding objective: the 
greatest global challenge of poverty eradication. It is indeed a welcome 
development and merits due consideration.  
 
Representing a country that has one of the longest relationships with UNDP and 
is the biggest contributor to its core budget among developing countries, we 
have an abiding interest in UNDP’s success and its efforts in how it decides its 
future in the next Strategic Plan. I would therefore, Mr. President, submit the 
following for your consideration:  
 
One, in the recently adopted QCPR Resolution, 193 member states affirmed 
their resolve to "assign the highest priority to poverty eradication" and that "it 
should continue to be the core focus area for the United Nations development 
system and that all its development programmes and projects should attempt 
to address this greatest global challenge as their underlying objective"  
 
We therefore welcome the amended vision statement of the new Strategic 
Plan, which aims to achieve both poverty eradication and inclusive growth. We 
do hope that when it comes to implementing this vision, the primary focus of 
the UNDP would be on eliminating extreme poverty, which is an essential pre-
requisite for inclusive growth.  
 
Two, we also welcome the delinking of the recently coined concept of 
"Sustainable Human Development" from the Vision Statement, which has been 
labeled as a one stop panacea for achieving both these stated goals. Mr. 
President, we believe that Para - 73 of the QCPR Resolution provided good 
guidance on the way forward to tackling the challenge of poverty eradication, 
and hope that it would be factored in the new Strategic Plan. 
 



Three, it is also important that the 'outcomes' and 'areas of work' identified in 
the Strategic Plan are commensurate with the NEW goals that UNDP has set for 
itself.  UNDP's Board Decision of 1996, 96/29, which is now being cited by UNDP 
as a frame of reference, made Sustainable Human Development - a goal to be 
achieved. In this proposed Strategic Plan, it has however, become a 'means' to 
achieve an entirely different set of goals! We would therefore seek greater 
definitional clarity from UNDP on this concept, and how this would lead to a 
change in terms of how its programmes are implemented on the ground in 
programming countries. We do hope that if SHD is indeed to be made the 'lens' 
of achieving ALL its goals, then it would certainly include what member states 
have unanimously agreed to in Para 73 of the QCPR. 
 
Four, for our delegation, Evaluation Reports are an important instrument for 
course correction, and their findings, conclusions and recommendations must 
therefore find reflection in the future plans for UNDP. We made an 
intervention in the Evaluation Segment on Friday outlining our concerns and do 
believe, that from the perspective of the next Strategic Plan, the Evaluation 
Reports on UNDP's contribution to Poverty Reduction (DP/2013/31) and South 
South Cooperation (DP/2013/3) are extremely important frames of reference. 
It appears that the present draft has not taken note of its key 
recommendations. 
 
Five, the draft SP (DP/2013/12) has placed the very critical theme of South 
South Cooperation, at the extreme end under the last subheading. We hope 
that it would be eventually given a placement commensurate to the 
importance UNDP places on the subject. More importantly, the outcomes and 
areas of work proposed in the new SP would make some mention of how it 
intends to mainstream SSC initiatives in its programming activities.   
 
Six, while we note the efforts made by UNDP to align the new Strategic Plan 
with the QCPR, we believe that there is a lot that still needs to be done, 
especially with regards to approaches to tackle the stated goal of poverty 
eradication. We would therefore request UNDP to continue to further align the 
draft Strategic Plan with all the "actionables" that the UN Development System 
and its agencies have been called upon by member states to pursue in the 
QCPR.  
 
To conclude, Mr. President, let me submit that this Board Session, given its 
agenda, is an important and timely opportunity not just for stock taking but 
also to constructively contribute to the future of UN's development agenda. 
Our suggestions today have been made in this spirit and I hope will find 
resonance, not just within the larger UNDP community but also feed into the 
post 2015 development agenda.  
 
The father of our Nation, Mahatma Gandhi had once said and I quote: "The 
difference between what we do and what we are capable of doing would 
suffice to solve most of the world's problem" 
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For us, UNDP's capabilities are immense and enormous. If tapped to the fullest, 
you will be the force multiplier arm of the UN development system, which can 
indeed decimate poverty from the face of this planet.  
 
Please rest assured of our steadfast commitment to UNDP, in walking the extra 
mile together in this common pursuit.   
 
I thank you Mr. President. 
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