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Mr. Chairman,  
 

My delegation thanks the Director General of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency for his statement providing additional information on the main 
developments in the activities of the Agency for 2010. We also commend the 
IAEA for the 2010 report, which underscores the central role of IAEA in 
promoting the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. India participated in the High 
Level meeting called by the UNSG on Nuclear Safety and Security in New York on 
22 September 2011.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

We are considering worldwide nuclear related developments in 2010 
against the backdrop of a series of serious accidents that occurred in March 2011 
in several installations at Fukushima Daiichi nuclear Power Plants in Japan 
following a devastating earthquake and resulting Tsunami.  
 

The Fukushima nuclear incident has attracted worldwide attention and has 
raised concerns about nuclear safety in the face of natural calamities of 
particularly large magnitudes.  We are convinced that the world nuclear 
community will rise to the occasion and take all necessary measures to assuage 
the concerns of the public at large about the safety of nuclear power plants. It is 
imperative that member states join hands to strengthen IAEA, which has a lead 
role in channeling global efforts on nuclear safety. India supports the IAEA Action 
Plan on Nuclear Safety adopted by the General Conference on 22 September this 
year.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

The role of nuclear power as an essential clean source of energy to meet 
growing energy needs as well as the concerns about climate change cannot be 
undermined. Nuclear safety should be seen not as a static but as a continuously 
evolving process and that the Agency must play an important role in coordination 
with all the relevant stakeholders to further strengthen it. However, at this 
juncture it is imperative for the Agency to take all necessary measures to allay 
misapprehensions in the public and Member States about the safety of nuclear 
power plants taking into account the current advances in design and technology. 



We encourage the Agency to continue supporting all activities related to the 
promotion of nuclear power.   
 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

India views nuclear energy as an essential element of its national energy 
basket. We are committed to taking forward our three stage nuclear programme 
based on a closed fuel cycle. We envisage a major expansion of nuclear energy 
in the coming decades- 20,000 MW by 2020 and projected to grow to 60,000 
MW by 2030. 
  

Our nuclear safety track record has been impeccable over 345reactor 
years of operation but we recognize the importance of continuous improvement 
and innovation in our nuclear safety standards and practices covering the entire 
range of activities – citing, design, construction, operation and up-gradation.  
 

The Government of India has underscored that safety of our nuclear 
plants is a matter of the highest priority. The Government has undertaken a 
number of measures. These include the introduction of a bill in Parliament to 
change the functional status of AERB to a de jure independent Nuclear 
Regulatory Authority. Six safety review committees have looked into various 
aspects of nuclear safety and while detailed reviews are being evaluated, certain 
enhanced safety measures are already being implemented.  India will invite the 
Operational Safety Review Teams of IAEA to assist in its own safety reviews and 
audit. All reactors, whether indigenous or imported will, without exception, meet 
the enhanced safety standards. Safety evaluation reports and follow-up 
measures are being put in the public domain to enhance transparency and boost 
public confidence. There is increased focus on emergency preparedness and 
response to a nuclear accident which are beyond design basis accidents (BDA).   
 

India’s National Disaster Management Authority has drawn up 
“Management of Nuclear and Radiological Emergencies” which provides a holistic 
and integrated approach to disaster management covering all its components – 
prevention, mitigation, preparedness, compliance with regulatory requirements, 
capacity development, response, relief, recovery, rehabilitation and 
reconstruction. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

India’s nuclear programme is oriented towards maximizing the energy 
potential of available Uranium resources and the utilization of the large Thorium 
reserve.  We believe that available global uranium resources cannot sustain the 
projected expansion of nuclear power without adopting the closed fuel cycle 



approach.  We encourage the Agency to further engage itself in the Thorium fuel 
cycle.  
 
    We welcome the inclusion of the activities related to Nuclear Reactor 
Technology Development. My delegation fully supports the activities of the 
Agency undertaken to stimulate innovation in nuclear power through Technical 
Working Groups for different reactor technologies, small and medium sized 
reactors and for non-electric applications.  The coordinated research projects 
organized by the Agency provide an excellent forum for understanding and 
development of technology.  We welcome the release of an updated version of 
its Advanced Reactors Information System (ARIS) in 2010 containing 
comprehensive information on all advanced reactor designs and concepts.  
 
 India has been associated with the International Project on Innovative 
Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles (INPRO) since its inception.  We have 
contributed significantly to its progress and believe that this programme has a 
great potential towards making nuclear energy accessible in a safe and 
sustainable manner, particularly to new entrants embarking on this path.    
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

India attaches great importance to the Agency’s work in the fields of 
nuclear science.  We contribute to these activities through participation in the 
Technical Meetings and coordinated Research Projects and also support the 
Agency’s programme in nuclear fusion.   
  

India makes a contribution to the International Thermonuclear 
Experimental Reactor (ITER) programme through provision of special hardware 
items and specialized expertise.  In 2010, construction of a Laboratory building 
for ITER-INDIA was nearly completed.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

My delegation is of the view that the Agency’s work programme and 
achievements under nuclear applications are of significance and special value in 
meeting the needs of developing countries.  Activities in the spheres of food and 
agriculture, human health and nutrition, water resources, etc. are notable in this 
connection.  Experts from India regularly participate in all these programmes and 
provide support to the Agency.   
 

The Bhabhatron telecobalt unit, donated through PACT by the 
Government of India to Vietnam, was successfully commissioned in 2010. The 
installation of another Bhabhatron unit to Sri Lanka donated through a similar 
arrangement is presently in progress.  Indian Experts are providing full support 



to Sri Lanka in construction, installation and commissioning of the facility and 
training of the technical staff.   
 

Our delegation commends the Agency for the activities related to Nuclear 
Knowledge Management and capacity building in Member States.   In this 
context, we are pleased to note the designation of the St John’s Research 
Institute, in Bengaluru as the first IAEA Collaborating Centre in nutrition.   
  

India supports the work of IAEA and from this perspective has 
cosponsored the draft resolution on the Report of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. 
 
  Thank you 
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