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Mr. President,  

I am honored to make a statement on this important agenda item. 

India associates itself with the statement made by the distinguished representative of 
Fiji on behalf of G-77 and also the statement made by the distinguished representative 
of Iran on behalf of NAM.  

 

Mr. President, 

This is the twenty-second year in succession that this Assembly is deliberating the 
decades old economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed on Cuba.  

In all these years, this Assembly has repeatedly rejected the imposition of laws and 
regulations with extra-territorial impact and all other forms of coercive economic 
measures that hurt the progress and prosperity of the people the world over. 

This august Assembly has also called upon all States to respect their obligations under 
the United Nations Charter and international law, as well as repeal and invalidate laws 
and measures that have “extra-territorial effects” on the sovereignty of other States and 
affect the legitimate interests of entities or persons under their jurisdiction and the 
freedom of trade and navigation. 

Despite the repeated calls of the General Assembly, its resolutions remain 
unimplemented in contravention of world opinion.  



Such disregard of the collective will of the international community expressed through 
the United Nations undermines the credibility of this institution and weakens 
multilateralism.  

Mr. President, 

India strongly supports the categorical rejection by the international community of 
domestic laws with extra-territorial impact. 

Mr. President, 

The embargo on Cuba has resulted in immense suffering for the Cuban people. This 
embargo is a violation of the right of a sovereign state to development and to enjoy the 
freedom of trade, economy and navigation. 

The embargo has denied a life of dignity to the people of Cuba and has severely 
undermined the progress of the country. 

The adverse impact of the embargo has been made worse by the global economic and 
financial crisis, as well as by the rise in global food and energy prices.  

The embargo has denied Cuban economy access to market, investment, technology, 
which is needed for rapid and inclusive development.  

Since it is denied access to major markets with which it shares its geography, Cuba has 
had to pay enormous extra cost for sourcing products, technology and services from 
third countries located thousands of kilometers away as well as finding markets for its 
products. 

The extra-territorial application of the embargo has discouraged investment, technology 
transfer and sale and other forms of business collaborations between Cuba and third 
countries.  

Mr. President, 

The United Nations Economic Commission for the Latin America and the Caribbean has 
noted that the embargo limits key policy options for the Cuban government and its 
efforts for updating the economic model of the country are hampered by the embargo. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization has pointed out that the embargo has very 
negative implications for Cuba’s balance of trade and foreign exchange earnings, as well 
as for the country’s supply of food and agriculture products as well as a direct effect on 
the food security of the vulnerable segments of the population.  

The office of the Resident Coordinator of the United Nations System in Cuba has further 
brought to our attention the fact that the embargo has a pervasive impact on the social, 
economic and environmental dimensions of human development in Cuba, affecting the 
most vulnerable socioeconomic groups of the Cuban population in particular. 

These instances are clear evidence of the immense suffering caused to the Cuban people 
due to the embargo.   



Mr. President, 

We believe that differences among countries should be solved through dialogue and 
negotiation, in a spirit of mutual respect, respect for each other’s independence and 
sovereignty, and non-interference in the other’s internal affairs. It is of utmost 
importance that the spirit of multilateralism embodied by the UN is respected. 

 

Mr. President, 

Before concluding, permit me to reiterate India’s opposition to unilateral measures by 
countries, which impinge on the sovereignty of another country, including attempts to 
extend the application of a country’s laws extraterritorially to other sovereign nations. 

India joins other nations in calling for an immediate end to the embargo against Cuba. 
India supports the resolution moved by Cuba. 

I thank you. 
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