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Mr. President,  
Thank you very much for giving me this opportunity to address the General 
Assembly.  I intend to speak at this stage only on the matter concerning the 
Civilian Capacities initiative.  
 

Mr. President,  
At the outset we would like to express thanks and appreciation to the Secretary 
General for his report on Civilian Capacity in the aftermath of conflict and 
would also like to express appreciation to you, Mr. President, and to the 
Steering Committee of the Civilian Capacity for their painstaking work that 
they have undertaken.  My appreciation also to the Special Advisor and her 
team.  And we were very happy to have welcomed them in India in the course 
of their interactions with Member States. 
 
Mr. President, today's debate is also an opportunity to reaffirm our 
commitment to these significant initiatives undertaken under the United 
Nations auspices. And therefore, I seek your indulgence to share some of our 
thoughts  on the Civilian Capacity and to note that things are shaping well 
towards the implementable programme. 

Mr. President,  
Civilian component of peacekeeping mission defines the quality of peace we 
achieve. Sustainability of peace depends on the comprehensive peace 
processes wherein all actors contribute towards one goal.  
 
Governance, basic services and public administration are some of the 
formidable challenges to transition from conflict to lasting peace.  Support to 
national civilian capacities in post-conflict situation with national ownership at 
the core, therefore, is an important imperative that must engage our attention 
at the UN. 
 
Mr. President,  
As a country we have developed capacities in all spheres of governance, in all 
spheres relating to development, in all spheres which are relevant to post-
conflict situation.  Many of these have been made available by us through the 
United Nations bilaterally, or through other multilateral processes to countries 
across the globe which desire them and which would like to have them. We 
would continue to offer these services to assist countries undertaking transition 



from conflict to peace and we would engage constructively with the CivCap 
initiative in a strong manner and support enhancement of the UN civilian 
capacities in the aftermath of conflict. 
 
Mr. President,  
We firmly believe that the overarching peacekeeping framework is an effective 
and time-tested instrument of peace and security. Civilian Capacity being the 
crucial component of this framework should impart strength to the 
peacekeeping missions and certainly not detract or dilute the budgetary and 
financial support from peacekeeping missions. 
 
My delegation firmly believes that the inter-governmental character of the 
Civilian Capacity initiative process strengthens its very foundation.  Our own 
engagement with the CivCap initiative reaffirms this belief. Given the integral 
nature of peacekeeping, peacebuilding linkage we also believe that vibrant 
debates in the C-34, the Peacebuilding Commission and at the 5th Committee 
will make its outcome rich and inclusive.  It is about time that the CivCap 
process also marks transition from conceptual to the programmatic. Its scopes, 
roadmap, deliverables, timelines and performance indicators will determine its 
embarkation into the implementation phase.  We believe that overlaps and 
duplications need to be avoided in this process in terms of parallel work 
streams and ongoing reform processes. Additional bureaucratic layers at the 
Headquarters will also not guarantee the success of the programme and need 
to be eschewed.    

Mr. President,  
Identification of entities responsible for the implementation of the CivCap 
initiative will address the crucial requirements with respect to the 
accountability and oversight procedures necessary for its future 
implementation.  Vetting norms for various actors and organizations for 
inclusion in its implementation framework will also have to be transparent and 
rigorous to preclude reputation risks to the organization.  
 
In conclusion, Mr. President, let me reiterate that my delegation welcomes the 
Secretary General's recognition of the importance of the Civilian Capacity and 
the recognition of capacities in the global South as part of this initiative and I 
would like to underscore the availability of such capacities in the government 
of global South. 
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