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Mr. Chairman,  

I thank the  President of the United Nations Administrative Tribunal for his detailed 
and comprehensive report on the work of the Tribunal.  

My delegation attaches great importance to the Administrative Tribunal,  established 
by the General Assembly in 1949, which is a necessary and valuable part of the United 
Nations system. The Tribunal   performs the indispensable task of rendering justice through 
settling disputes relating to the work and professional careers of  the staff of the United 
Nations and other international organisations which have accepted its jurisdiction. Since 
disputes to which the United Nations is a party cannot be submitted to a national court 
without affecting its independence and immunity, the ability to have recourse to the 
Tribunal ensures that U.N. staff members are not deprived of judicial guarantees that most 
national legal systems confer on civil servants.  

   Since its establishment, the Tribunal has issued more than 900 judgements and has 
won the confidence of both the staff and the administration. This is evidenced in  the 
increasing number of appeals lodged with it  as well as the acceptance and implementation 
of its judgements. The trust of the Member States in the Tribunal  is shown by the deletion,  
by Resolution 50/54 of 29 January 1996, of article 11 of its Statute which had provided  for a 
review procedure through which an advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice 
could be requested   as to the validity of the Tribunal’s judgements. Accordingly, its 
judgements are now final and without appeal. Another sign of confidence in the Tribunal 
was the decision by the International Court of Justice that the Tribunal would have 
competence to hear appeals from members of its Registry.  

   My delegation welcomes and supports the proposal submitted by the delegations of 
France, Ireland and the United Kingdom  to amend the Statute of the Administrative 
Tribunal with a view to enhancing its judicial character and standing. Since the Tribunal is 
increasingly  called upon to deal with complex legal issues, it is appropriate that its 
members "possess the requisite qualifications and experience, including, as appropriate, 
legal qualifications and experience", as proposed in the amendment. The proposal to 
increase the present three year term of members to a four year term which could be 
renewed once would  allow members to become fully familiar with the functioning of the 
Tribunal and would provide for more continuity.  The  proposal  for a new article 8  whereby 
a matter involving a significant question of law could be referred for consideration by the 
whole Tribunal  would also increase the authority of its judgements.  

 


