
 
 

 
 

 
 
STATEMENT BY DR. MEHBOOB BEG, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, ON AGENDA ITEM 131 – 

IMPROVING THE FINANCIAL SITUATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS AT THE FIFTH 
COMMITTEE OF THE 65TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON 

OCTOBER 21, 2010 
 
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 
As my delegation is taking the floor for the first time this session, let me at the outset 
congratulate you on your election as Chairman of the Bureau of the Fifth Committee. We 
also extend our felicitation to other members of the Bureau on their election. 
 

 
 



We thank Ms. Angela Kane, Under Secretary-General for Management, for her 
presentation last week on the financial situation of the United Nations. 
 
My delegation aligns itself with the statement delivered by Yemen on behalf of the Group 
of 77 and China.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 

India has consistently upheld that full, timely, and unconditional payment of assessed 
contributions by Member States is the fundamental duty of every member-state enshrined 
in the Charter of the United Nations. The efficient and effective delivery of organizational 
mandates decided by member-states goes hand in hand with the provision of adequate 
and timely resources to the Secretariat for the fulfillment of entrusted tasks. They are two 
sides of the same coin, and must be treated as such.  

We are of course conscious and sensitive to the situation of those member-states that are 
not in a position to pay their assessed contributions due to circumstances beyond their 
control. We believe that sympathetic consideration is merited in such cases.   

While we have noted the marginal drop in unpaid assessments as of October 2010 for the 
regular budget and the tribunals, the reality is that unpaid assessments continue to 
remain at unacceptably high levels. My delegation is particularly concerned about the 
ballooning of outstanding assessments for peacekeeping operations to US$ 3.2 billion this 
year from US$ 1.85 billion at the end of last year. As a major troop contributing country, 
which also has significant contingent-owned equipment deployed with UN peacekeeping 
operations, we have witnessed with growing concern the exacerbation of this problem 
over the years. The financial aggregates presented last week indicate the persistence of 
this negative trend.  

While we realize that several variables affect the peacekeeping financial situation including 
the peacekeeping financial cycle and the varying assessment schedules, the fact remains 
that 34 per cent of the unpaid assessments are concentrated in just two member-states 
and another 41 per cent in seven member states, several of whom are permanent 
members of the Security Council.   

Mr. Chairman,  
 
The delay in receipt of contributions from Member States has an adverse impact on the 
Secretariat’s ability to regularly reimburse payments to troop and equipment contributors 
of peacekeeping operations. The situation arising from delayed payments, sometimes non-
payment as in a few closed peacekeeping missions, of troop costs and contingent-owned 
equipment reimbursements, is untenable in the long run and must be addressed as a 
matter of priority.  

We draw some encouragement from the fact that the debt owed to member states in 
peacekeeping is projected to decline to US$ 430 million at the end of this year from US$ 



775 million last year. While this is a marked decline, it is still considerably high by any 
yardstick.  

India is among those who are owed significant sums towards troop and COE 
reimbursements. Nevertheless, we have continued to support the United Nations, and are 
presently one of the largest troop and equipment contributors. India’s contribution to UN 
peacekeeping is not a mercantilist venture. It is born out of our faith and conviction in the 
principle and purposes of the UN Charter.   

However, we are accountable to our democratic processes at home and to our people and 
parliament. We have to explain to our national legislature why the UN is remiss in making 
payments, and how long this will continue. If the debt situation is left unaddressed, we 
may run the risk of diminishing legislative and parliamentary support for peacekeeping 
operations.   

Mr. Chairman, 

My delegation notes with some satisfaction the improvement in the financial situation with 
respect to the regular budget and the International Tribunals. We welcome the decrease 
in unpaid assessed contributions by US$ 43 million for the regular budget and by US$ 13 
million for the Tribunals.  
 
We nevertheless remain concerned about the concentration of outstanding assessments in 
a few member-states which is a recurring issue in all budget categories. Notably, 88 per 
cent of the unpaid assessment in the regular budget is concentrated in one Member State. 
Similarly, 68 per cent of the outstanding assessments for the Tribunals are concentrated in 
one member-state. We hope that this situation would be addressed urgently by the 
concerned parties.  

In concluding, we add our voice in urging all Member States, especially those with the 
requisite means, to take expeditious action to meet their financial obligations. This is 
critical from the perspective of ensuring a financially healthy and sound United Nations 
and one that has zero indebtedness. It is an integral part of our common quest for 
prudent budgetary and financial management.  

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
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