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Mr. Chairman,  

Please accept my delegation’s best wishes on your assuming the Chair of G-77 for 

the year 2011.  Argentina has had a long and distinguished association with the G-77. 

Mr. Chairman, this meeting is not just a ceremonial or a ritual event: we have 

gathered here to deliberate on matters that could have an important bearing on the work of 

the Group.   

Mr. Chairman, 

The Group of 77 was founded in 1964, on June 15, 1964 to be precise, by the “Joint 

Declaration” of 77 countries issued at UNCTAD in 1964. The Group had its genesis in the 

collective desire for solidarity amongst developing countries, in their shared commitment 

to the need for development and to use their collective strength to bargain for multilateral 

outcomes that serve their developmental aspirations. The development paradigm that lay 

at the centre of the G-77’s birth drew heavily from Raul Prebisch’s work at ECLAC; his 

views on the centre – periphery, the grant of trade preferences in favour of developing 

countries in particular; and issues related to market access. Raul Prebisch was a 

distinguished son of Argentina.  Prebisch’s unparalleled reputation resulted in his 

appointment as the founding Secretary-General of UNCTAD which he served from 1964-69. 

His views on trade and development were the linear progenitor of South-South 

cooperation. 

Mr. Chairman,  

The development paradigm itself has undergone a dramatic change since the 

founding of the Group. The G-77’s priorities also undergo constant evaluation and re-

adjustment. But the Group’s fundamental principles in regard to development will continue 

to be its raison d’être and its continuing relevance and justification. The G-77 has to be in 

the vanguard of development.  
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Several countries of the Group including my own have made impressive economic 

progress in recent years. India has grown at an average of 7-8% for many years but we 

continue to face huge developmental challenges. In fact, we have more number of poor 

people in India than all the LDCs put together.  

I often wonder why the G-77 is not taken with the seriousness it deserves.  Does the 

fault lie in us?  I am dismayed by the fact that not a single member of the Secretariat 

thought it fit to stay back to listen to what the member-States of the G-77 have to say.  I can 

understand the Secretary General having to leave on account of important engagements.  

Surely, some one else from the Secretariat could be here.  Absence of the Secretariat could 

result in the inference being drawn that this constitutes disrespect to the group.  You might 

like to bring this to the attention of the Secretariat at an appropriate level. 

Mr. Chairman,  

The year gone by was one of significant developments and progress. The Group 

made substantial headway in ensuring that the interests of developing countries were 

actively pursued and, in most cases, protected. 

Challenges and setbacks, if any, only added to our resoluteness to continue with our 

objective to create an equitable, sustainable and durable global development order.   

In a larger measure, we owe this success to the committed leadership of Yemen 

which rightfully deserves our highest accolades.  

I wish to thank Ambassador Al Saidi profusely for his distinguished services to the 

Group. We were particularly impressed by his tactical leadership during the MDG 

negotiations and his persuasive efforts to maintain the unity of the Group in trying and 

difficult times.   

Mr. Chairman,  

Challenges to multilateralism are many.  

The efforts of the G-77 throughout the year have operated to strengthen 

multilateralism: witness the results we achieved in 2010 - UN WOMEN, success at Nagoya 

and Cancun. The unity of G-77 was an important factor in the creation of the Gender Entity. 

Mr. Chairman,  

The Year 2011 will witness several important and challenging events. The success of 

the LDC conference in Istanbul and COP 17 Climate Change conference, and the preparation 

for RIO-20 would require a clear demonstration of solidarity and purpose by the Group. On 

the Climate Change process, we are fortunate to have the guidance of your country’s vast 
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experience in the field, and in particular the noted contribution of your distinguished 

diplomat Mr. Raul Estrada to the UNFCCC process.   

Even as we prepare to fashion these events and their outcomes, we must bear in 

mind the interests of African countries, LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. The Fourth UN-LDC 

conference in Istanbul in May, 2011 provides us an excellent opportunity to ensure that the 

International Community is not found wanting in respect of countries that need our help 

the most.  

Our global engagement must continue to spotlight the urgency to meet the 

challenges of food security, energy security and climate change; sustainable development 

goals; economic stability and global growth; and democratizing global governance 

institutions. 

Mr. Chairman, 

As you lead the Group in 2011, you can be rest assured of India’s fullest support in 

your endeavors. 

I once again take this opportunity to thank Yemen for their chairmanship of G-77 in 

2010 and look forward, with a sense of optimism and encouragement, to the leadership of 

Argentina in 2011. 
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