
Annual Session 

UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS Executive Board 
UNHQ New York 

 
8 June 2016 

 
INDIA STATEMENT 

First Secretary  Mohd. Noor Rahman Sheikh 
 

 Mr. President,  
 
We associate ourselves with the statement delivered by Thailand on behalf of the Group of 77 
plus China. 
 
We would like to appreciate UNDP Administrator Helen Clark for her comprehensive Annual 
Report for 2015. 
 
We value our long-standing partnership with UNDP in its 50 years of existence. As the lead UN 
Development Agency, UNDP's development activities around the world and its universal 
presence has been well recognized. 
  
We enter the phase of implementation of the transformative Agenda 2030 to achieve 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). UNDP as the main 'Development' UN Agency has to 
play a key role in assisting Member States in their efforts. In this context, it is worrying to note 
the continuous decline in contributions to UNDP while the need of the hour is for UNDP to 
enhance its activities. 
 
This session also presents an opportune moment to assess the progress made in the Strategic 
Plan 2014-17, the proposed South-South and the Triangular Cooperation Strategy and the 
proposed Evaluation Policy.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
We are happy to note that at midpoint, UNDP is on track towards achieving the majority of the 
2017 targets of the Strategic Plan.  
 
We also appreciate that UNDP has continued to prioritize core programme resources to 
countries which are more in need of such assistance. 
 
Eradication of poverty and inclusive growth has been recognized as the overriding objective in 
the Agenda 2030. The UNDP Strategic Plan also has at its core eradication of poverty and 
inclusive growth as the most important objective of its activities. We concur with the 
observation made in the Administrator's report that national ownership remains a key driver of 



performance for the Strategic Plan.  
 
On the issue of UNDP's assessment that some gaps in performance will require further 
investigation and action, we feel that UNDP can focus more on projects relating to achieving 
greater energy efficiency, anti-corruption measures, basic services and global development 
financing.  
 
Mr. President,  
 
It has been well recognized that Sustainable Development forms the fundamental basis for 
ensuring peace & security and preventing humanitarian crisis by building resilience to meet any 
short-term crisis. UNDP needs to continue to address cross-cutting issues and promote long-
term growth and development in developing countries. 
 
Mr. President,  
 
We would also like to appreciate UNDP Administrator Clark and SG's Envoy and the Head of 
the Office of South-South Cooperation Jorge Chediek for presenting the South-South and 
Triangular Cooperation Strategy. 
 
India takes pride in our continuing efforts at contributing to South-South Cooperation. At the 
same time, it needs to be appreciated that North-South Cooperation is declining and needs to 
be scaled up to help meet objectives of 2030 Agenda. 
 
Mr. President,  
 
On Evaluation Policy, India has long held that the 'independence' of the Independent 
Evaluation Office should be maintained beyond doubt. The revised Evaluation Policy brought 
out recently is a good step towards achieving an agreed outcome. The terms of reference for 
the evaluation have to be carefully crafted to get the best out of it and without shying away 
from pointing out any shortcomings so that those could be addressed appropriately.  
 
Mr. President,  
 
We look forward to the forthcoming negotiations for the QCPR (Quadrennial Comprehensive 
Policy Review) for the operational activities of the UN Development System including UNDP to 
achieve SDGs. 
 
As the largest contributor to UNDP amongst developing countries, we would like to renew 
India's commitment to work closely with UNDP.  
 
 
Thank you. 
_____________ 


