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Mr. Chairman,  

My delegation would like to thank the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) for 
his report, as well as his presentation before this Committee. His report highlights the 
central challenges being faced by the UNHCR and the organization’s efforts to address 
them.   

 

Mr. Chairman,  

Refugees and stateless persons are a particularly vulnerable group, having been forced 
to leave the country of their nationality or origin. As per the latest UNHCR report, there 
are 10.4 million refugees globally. During 2011, there were 0.876 million new individual 
claims for refugee or asylum status. 

It is, therefore, important that the international community remain cognizant of their 
plight and extend all help to address the needs of protection, relief and rehabilitation of 
refugees.  In this context, we wish to recall that voluntary return of refugees is the core 
solution for the refugees and all efforts of the international community should focus on 
ensuring the creation of conditions conducive to voluntary return.      

It is predominantly developing countries that constitute countries of origin as well as 
asylum. A large number of developing countries with limited resources continue to meet 
their humanitarian obligations, often risking their delicate economies. Their problems 
deserve particular attention. International solidarity and burden sharing are the 
foundations on which refugee protection rests.  
 
UNHCR’s mission, therefore, needs to strengthen cooperation on burden-sharing with 
host States.  Its relationship with Member-States must recognize and acknowledge the 
in-kind contribution and services of the States hosting refugees.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

The year 2011 and 2012 so far has been notable for a large number of humanitarian 
emergencies in the Middle-East, West and North Africa that have been and are being 
commendably handled by UNHCR.    Its engagement in emergencies must also clearly 
take into account an exit strategy to enable the State mechanisms resume their core 
functions in discharge of responsibilities to their people.   



We wish to recall that the fulfillment of UNHCR’s responsibilities in emergency situations 
requires full cooperation with the affected States as per UNGA Resolution 46/182 and 
urge UNHCR to adhere to this principle.   

Further, such engagement by UNHCR in emergency situations should not adversely 
impact or reduce its responsibilities towards its core mandate, that of international 

protection, assistance and help to refugees. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

We remain concerned at protracted refugee situations, and the increasingly challenging 
environment marked by rising numbers of those seeking refuge and protection.  A 
major adverse impact has been the role of non-state actors in situations of armed 
conflict, that has prevented humanitarian assistance from reaching the victims of 
conflict and those seeking refuge and protection.  

It is important that the international community squarely address this issue of ensuring 
that non-state actors to respect the humanitarian framework and machinery.   

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 Reference is frequently made to mixed migration flows.  We need to guard 
against the intersection of the two constituencies of migrants and refugees as the 
apprehensions of one should not be transposed on the other.  International migration 
needs to be promoted in a regular non-discriminatory and orderly manner as migrants 
add value in economic terms both to the destination as well as sending States.   

 We must therefore develop capacities to maintain a clear distinction between 
refugees and economic migrants so as to better address the protection needs of the 
former. 

 

Mr. Chairman,  

As per the latest UNHCR report, the number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) was 
an estimated 26.4 million in end- 2011, of whom 15.5 million benefitted from UNHCR in 
some manner.  

The primary responsibility to look after the IDPs lies with national authorities.  UNHCR’s 
involvement in IDPs should, therefore, only be with the concurrence of States 
concerned with a view to complement the efforts of national authorities.  

In case the situation is one of a collapse of national authority, then the UNHCR should 
take action in conformity with the conditions approved by the UNGA. Such involvement 
should be based on due consideration of UNHCR’s mandate, modality of intervention, 
availability of resources and careful examination of all the implications.   



 

Mr. Chairman,  

Our view is that the 1951 UN Convention on Refugees, is limited in scope and that 
international protection needs to be viewed in terms of on-the-ground commitment by 
host States to provide protection and hospitality to refugees.   

Our civilization has an underlying pluralist and tolerant ethos. India has received and 
has hosted diverse streams of refugees over thousands of years.  We shouldered two of 
the biggest population exodus in recent times – one related to the partition of India in 
1947 and the other during the liberation struggle of Bangladesh in 1971.   

Even today we are host to some of the largest refugee populations in the world.  We 
have cared for them from our own resources while affording these refugees full 
protection under our laws.  At all times, we have demonstrated our abiding commitment 
to the principles of protection and non-refoulement. 

 

Mr. Chairman,   

India remains committed to working in concert with UNHCR and the international 
community to address the present and emerging challenges to the international refugee 
protection agenda in a spirit of cooperation and solidarity.  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   
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