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Mr. Chairman, 
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 We thank the Chairperson of the ‘Committee on Relations with the Host 
Country’ for his Report. 
 
 The Committee on Relations with the Host Country provides a useful forum for 
addressing issues relating to the functioning of Missions of Member States and for 
enabling their representatives to perform their functions without hindrance. 
 
 This year the Committee examined a number of problems raised by interested 
delegations on ‘security of missions and safety of their personnel’, ‘entry visas issued 
by  host country’, ‘acceleration of immigration and customs procedures’, ‘exemption 
from taxes’,  ‘question of privileges and immunities’, ‘transportation’ and other 
matters. 
 
 The open and transparent exchange of views in this forum helped in 
addressing the issues in question in a spirit of cooperation and in accordance with 
international law. 
 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 We are happy to note that the host country has taken steps by way of issuing a 
notification to exempt from property taxation real property owned by foreign 
governments, including those housing all diplomatic missions, including Missions to 
the UN, from local property taxes in the United States. 
 
 We believe that international law and the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations enjoined the host country to exempt foreign governments, being a 
sovereign, from all property taxation. 
 
  The need to grant UN Missions privileges and immunities similar to 
bilateral missions is also a requirement under the Headquarters Agreement between 
the UN and the United States. 
 
 The City of New York has, however, challenged the notification and the case is 
pending before the Court. 
 
 Given that we have a case pending in Court challenging the levying of property 
taxes by the City of New York on portions of the building owned by the Government 
of India that houses our UN Mission personnel, we hope that the Court will up-hold 
the notification. 

 
Mr. Chairman, 
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 We recognize that the host country has a right to monitor and control entry 
into its territory and to adopt the requisite security measures it deems necessary. 
 
 This has to be balanced, one the one hand with the right of the delegations to 
participate in the work of the United Nations in a timely manner and on the other to 
ensure that the delegations do not misuse their privileges and immunities. 
 
 As regards entry visas, we witness that in some cases entry visas are not 
issued in time causing delay in attending the UN Official Meetings. We support 
Committee’s recommendation that host country enhance its efforts to ensure their 
issuance in a timely manner to enable representatives of Member States to attend 
official meetings in a timely manner. 
 
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman 
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