
 

 
 

Extempore remarks by Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of India on Agenda Item No. 126 – “Sixty-fifth anniversary of the end of 
the Second World War : Special solemn meeting in commemoration of all victims of the 

war” at General Assembly Hall in New York on 6th May 2010. 
 

Madam President,  
 
World War II was one of the most devastating conflicts witnessed in human history and 
it is imperative that we remember all the victims of this war and pay homage to them 
and to their memory.   
 
We are, therefore, grateful to the General Assembly for convening this session and to 
the delegation of the Russian Federation for having piloted the resolution.  
 
As I stand here, I salute the valiant young men and women and populations of all the 
countries who fought and ensured that we live in a world free from fascism.  It is also 
absolutely imperative that we use this opportunity to pledge and ensure our 
commitment to the most fundamental principle and purpose of the United Nations that 
is to ensure that successive generations are saved from the scourge of war. 
 
Madam President, 
 
We are commemorating the end of the Second World War in the western theatre.  In 
this context, as we pay homage, tribute and salute soldiers and populations from all the 
countries in Europe and across the Atlantic.  it is very important to also note and 
remember the huge contributions and sacrifices made by people in other parts of the 
world.   
 
This is certainly true of my country.  The Indian Army at the start of the World War II 
was a mere 200,000 men.  This swelled to 2.5 million men, the largest volunteer force 
ever raised in history and it participated in most of the crucial campaigns of World War 
II, suffering nearly 35,000 fatalities and over a 100,000 injured.  Sacrifices of our 
valorous young men and their families have ensured that we live in a world free of 
fascism.  
 
Madam President,  
 



India had participated in the San Francisco Conference and, as a founding member of 
the United Nations is strongly committed to the purposes and principles of the UN and 
its Charter. I am further honoured to restate our absolute determination to be part of 
the international community committed to save the successive generations from the 
scourge of war and be with the United Nations in the maintenance of international 
peace and security. 
 
I thank you Madam President, 
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